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MINUTES NOVEMBER 2020 

 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Chair, Delayne Dean, Mr. Charles Taylor, Mr. Collis Stevenson,  

        Mrs. Susana Salcido 

   

SUPERNUMERARIES:   Mr. Steven Thomas 

   

OTHERS PRESENT:  Mr. Chip Alexander, Asst. City Attorney 

         Mr. Joseph Perez, Planner 

          Mr. Bob Sims, Building Inspector 

         Mrs. Nancy Whiteside, Recorder 

 

Chairperson, Delayne Dean called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. in the council chambers on 

the 1st floor at City Hall.   

 

Mr. Bob Sims called the roll.   

 

The Board considered the following applications and appeals. 

 

The minutes from the October 2020 meeting were approved without any changes. Mr. Charles 

Taylor motioned to approve the minutes. Mr. Collis Stevenson seconded the motion. On a voice 

vote the motion carried.  

 

POINT OF INFORMATION: TODAY’S MEETING IS BEING BROADCAST LIVE VIA 

YOUTUBE DUE TO THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC. ANY QUESTIONS THE PUBLIC MAY 

HAVE, CAN BE EMAILED TO BOZAQUESTIONS@DECATUR-AL.GOV 

 

POINT OF INFORMATION: The rules and regulations of a home occupation were explained 

to each applicant requesting a home occupation. Each applicant acknowledged they understood 

the rules and regulations. 

AGENDA NOVEMBER 2020  

The Board of Zoning Adjustment of the City of Decatur will hold a public meeting in the 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS ON THE FIRST FLOOR OF City Hall, 402 Lee Street NE, on 

Tuesday, November 24, 2020 at 4:00 p.m. and also broadcast live on City of Decatur You Tube 

Channel at https://www.youtube.com/c/Cityof DecaturAl for the purpose of hearing the 

following applications and appeals at which time all interested parties are requested to the be 

present and will be given an opportunity to be heard. Questions can also be submitted via email 

at bozaquestions@decatur-al.gov. 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:bozaquestions@decatur-al.gov
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CASE NO. 1 

 

Application and appeal of Aretha S. Tate for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as 

allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning 

Ordinance to operate a baking business located at 1410 Puckett Av. SW, property is located in a 

R-2 Single-Family Residential Zoning District. 

 

Ms. Aretha S. Tate presented this case to the Board. Ms. Tate state her name was Aretha S. Tate 

and her address is 1410 Puckett Av SW. Ms. Tate stated she would like to operate under the 

Cottage Food Law from her home to sell low risk based foods. 

 

Chair Dean stated that any comments or questions from the public could be submitted on line at 

bozaquestions@decatur-al.gov. 

 

Chair Dean reminded Ms. Tate that the Cottage Food Law was very specific in the types of food 

which could be sold under this law, Ms. Tate understood. 

 

Mr. Charles Taylor asked Ms. Tate if she would be selling her goods at the Farmer’s Market and 

craft fairs, Ms. Tate stated yes. 

 

Chair Dean asked for further questions from the Board or public. 

 

Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department, had no comment. 

 

Mr. Joseph Perez, Planning Department, had no comment. 

 

Mrs. Susana Salcido motioned to approve this case as submitted. Mr. Collis Stevenson seconded 

the motion. On a roll-call vote the motion carried. 

 

mailto:bozaquestions@decatur-al.gov
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CASE NO. 2 

 

Application and appeal of Tarsher Nelson for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as 

allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning 

Ordinance to have an administrative office for a cleaning business located at 1812 Corrine Av. 

SW, property is located in a R-2 Single-Family Residential Zoning District. 

 

Ms. Tarsher Nelson presented this case to the Board. Ms. Nelson stated her name was Tarsher 

Nelson and her address was 1812 Corrine Av SW. Ms. Nelson stated she would like to use one 

room in her home for administrative purposes for a residential and commercial cleaning 

business. 

 

Chair Dean stated that any comments or questions from the public could be submitted on line at 

bozaquestions@decatur-al.gov. 

 

Chair Dean verified that Ms. Nelson heard and understood the rules and regulations for a home 

occupancy, Ms. Nelson stated she understood. 

Mrs. Susana Salcido verified that Ms. Nelson would not store large amounts of chemicals in her 

home, Ms. Nelson stated she would not store any unnecessary chemicals in her home. 

 

Mr. Steven Thomas asked Ms. Nelson how she would advertise. 

 

Ms. Nelson stated she would use social media to begin her business. 

 

Mr. Steven Thomas reminded Ms. Nelson she could not list her home address on any 

advertisements, Ms. Nelson understood. 

 

Mr. Charles Taylor sked Ms. Nelson if she had any employees, Ms. Nelson stated no. 

 

Chair Dean reminded Ms. Nelson she could have employees however, they could not meet at 

Ms. Nelson’s home, Ms. Nelson understood. 

 

Chair Dean asked for further questions from the Board or public. 

 

Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department, had no comment. 

 

Mr. Joseph Perez, Planning Department, had no comment. 

 

Mr. Collis Stevenson motioned to approve this case as submitted. Mr. Steven Thomas seconded 

the motion. On a roll-call vote the motion carried. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:bozaquestions@decatur-al.gov
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CASE NO. 3 

 

Application and appeal of Erin Posey for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as allowed 

in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning Ordinance 

to have an administrative office for producing products made from casting pearls located at 1102 

10th Av. SW, property is located in a R-3 Single-Family Zoning District. 

 

Ms. Erin Posey presented this case to the Board. Ms. Posey stated her name was Erin Posey and 

her address was 1102 10th Av SW. Ms. Posey stated she would be making soaps and household 

product for an E-commerce store and does not plan on doing any business from her home. 

 

Ms. Posey stated that advertising would be through social media. 

 

Ms. Posey stated she would be using one room in her home for the production of her products. 

 

Ms. Posey stated she did not have any employees. 

 

Ms. Posey stated she would store her products in a shed on the property. 

 

Chair Dean stated that any comments or questions from the public could be submitted on line at 

bozaquestions@decatur-al.gov. 

 

Chair Dean asked Ms. Posey to verify the amounts of product she would be making. 

 

Ms. Posey stated she was just starting up the business and recently decided to try and sell the 

products on a larger scale and does not have any liquid forms of soap at this time and only has 

approximately 200 bars of soaps, bath salts, bath bombs etc. at this time. 

 

Ms. Posey stated she was asking permission to be able to produce these items at her home so she 

didn’t have to find an external building. 

 

Chair Dean asked Ms. Posey about the type of equipment she would use to create these items. 

 

Ms. Posey stated that the soaps are all premade and she melts them down and adds her owns 

scents and coloring and remolds the products. 

 

Mr. Charles Taylor asked Ms. Posey if there would be any smells or noise associated with the 

production of these products, Ms. Posey stated no there would not. 

 

Chair, Dean asked for further questions from the Board or public. 

 

Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department, had no comment. 

 

Mr. Joseph Perez, Planning Department, had no comment. 

 

mailto:bozaquestions@decatur-al.gov
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Mr. Charles Taylor motioned to approve this case as submitted. Mr. Steven Thomas seconded 

the motion. On a roll-call vote the motion carried. 

 

 

CASE NO. 4 

 

Application and appeal of Jason W. Sapp for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as 

allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning 

Ordinance to have an administrative office for a painting business located at 2204 Calray Av. 

SW, property is located in a R-2 Single-Family Zoning District. 

 

Mr. Jason Sapp presented this case to the Board. Mr. Sapp stated his name was Jason Sapp and 

his address was 2204 Calray Av SW. Mr. Sapp stated he would like to use one room in his home 

for a painting business. 

 

Chair Dean stated that any comments or questions from the public could be submitted on line at 

bozaquestions@decatur-al.gov. 

 

Chair Dean asked for questions from the Board. 

 

Mr. Steven Thomas asked Mr. Sapp if he painted both residential and commercial. 

 

Mr. Sapp stated he only painted interior residential only at this time. 

 

Mr. Steven Thomas asked Mr. Sapp how he advertised. Mr. Sapp stated his advertisements were 

by word of mouth. 

 

Mrs. Susana Salcido asked Mr. Sapp about the equipment he used. 

 

Mr. Sapp stated he had a utility trailer, a couple of ladders no large equipment such as 

scaffolding and such. 

 

Ms. Susana Salcido reminded Mr. Sapp he could use advertising as long as he did not have his 

home address listed. Email address, phone number and name of business was allowed, Mr. Sapp 

understood. 

 

Mr. Charles Taylor asked Mr. Sapp what he did with the excess paint after he finished a job. 

 

Mr. Sapp stated the excess was left with the customer. 

 

Mr. Charles Taylor asked Mr. Sapp if the property owner was aware he was wanting to operate a 

business from the home, Mr. Sapp stated yes. 

 

Chair Dean asked for further questions from the Board of public. 

 

Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department, had no comment. 

mailto:bozaquestions@decatur-al.gov
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Mr. Joseph Perez, Planning Department, had no comment. 

 

Mr. Collis Stevenson motioned to approve this case as submitted. Mr. Steven Thomas seconded 

the motion. On a roll-call vote the motion carried. 

 

CASE NO. 5 

 

Application and appeal of Angelo Garth for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as 

allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning 

Ordinance to have an administrative office for a trucking business located at 413 12th Av. NW, 

property is located in a R-3 Single Family Zoning District. 

 

Mr. Collis Stevenson recused himself from this case. Mr. Garth is a family member of Mr. 

Stevenson. 

 

Chair Dean advised Mr. Garth since Mr. Stevenson recused himself on this case the decision 

would have to be unanimous to have a favorable outcome, Mr. Garth understood. 

 

Mr. Angelo Garth presented this case to the Board. Mr. Garth stated his name was Angelo Garth 

and his address was 413 12th Av. NW. Mr. Garth stated he would like to operate a trucking 

business from his home. 

 

Chair Dean stated that any comments or questions from the public could be submitted on line at 

bozaquestions@decatur-al.gov. 

 

Chair Dean asked Mr. Garth to explain what he would be doing with his trucking company. 

 

Mr. Garth explained he would be dispatching/brokering for his trucking business. 

 

Mr. Charles Taylor asked Mr. Garth where the trucks would be parked. Mr. Garth stated he 

would have the trucks parked at a truck stop or a commercial parking lot. 

 

Chair Dean verified that only dispatching/brokerage work would be done from his home, Mr. 

Garth agreed. 

 

Mr. Charles Taylor asked Mr. Garth if he had any employees, Mr. Garth stated no. 

 

Chair Dean asked for further questions from the Board or the public. 

 

Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department, had no comment. 

 

Mr. Joseph Perez, Planning Department, had no comment. 

 

Mr. Charles Taylor motioned to approve this case as submitted. Mr. Steven Thomas seconed the 

motion. On a roll-call vote the motion carried. 

mailto:bozaquestions@decatur-al.gov


 

11 

 

 

CASE NO. 6 

 

Application and appeal of LaTonya Jones Moore for a determination as a use permitted on 

appeal as allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the 

Zoning Ordinance to have an administrative office for an on-line clothing boutique located at 

1706 Woodmeade St. SW, property is located in a R-2 Single-Family Zoning District. 

 

Ms. La Tonya Jones Moore presented this case to the Board. Ms. Moore stated her name was 

LaTonya Moore and her address was 1706 Woodmeade St SW. Ms. Moore stated she would like 

to use one room in her home for administrative purposes for her on-line clothing boutique and 

for storing some inventory. 

 

Chair Dean stated that any comments or questions from the public could be submitted on line at 

bozaquestions@decatur-al.gov. 

 

Mr. Charles Taylor asked Ms. Moore how much inventory she would have to store. Ms. Moore 

stated she would not have much at this time. 

 

Chair Dean asked Ms. Moore how she would get her inventory. Ms. Moore stated by UPS, 

USPS, etc… 

 

Mrs. Susana Salcido asked if she would ship out the same way, Ms. Moore stated yes. 

 

Chair, Dean reminded Ms. Moore that she could not have any clients coming to her home, Ms. 

Moore understood. 

 

Chair Dean asked for further questions from the Board or the public. 

 

Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department, had no comment. 

 

Mr. Joseph Perez, Planning Department, had no comment. 

 

Mr. Steven Thomas motioned to approve this case as submitted. Mr. Collis Stevenson seconded 

the motion. On a roll-call vote the motion carried. 

 

CASE NO. 7 

 

Application and appeal of Dawn Pettway for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as 

allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning 

Ordinance to have an administrative office for a furniture delivery business located at 1221 

Kathy Ln. SW, property is located in a R-2 Single-Family Zoning District. 

 

This case was moved to the end of the agenda. No one came forward to present the case when 

the case was called. 

 

mailto:bozaquestions@decatur-al.gov
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CASE NO.  8 

 

Application and appeal of  Yolanda Castillo for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as 

allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning 

Ordinance to have an on-line craft sales business, located at 1202 High Stratford Place SE 

property is located in a R-3 Single-Family Residential Zoning District. 

 

Ms. Yolanda Castillo presented this case to the Board. Ms. Castillo stated her name was Ms. 

Castillo and her address was1202 High Stratford Place SE. Ms. Castillo stated she would like to 

have an on-line business to sell crafts. Ms. Castillo stated she would ship her products through 

FedX or UPS and the United Postal Service. 

 

Ms. Castillo stated that there would not be any customers coming to her house. 

 

Ms. Castillo stated that there would not be any extra traffic in the neighborhood. 

 

Ms. Castillo stated she would not have any advertising. Ms. Castillo stated all of her advertising 

would be through social media. 

 

 

Chair Dean stated that any comments or questions from the public could be submitted on line at 

bozaquestions@decatur-al.gov. 

 

Chair Dean, asked for questions from the Board. 

 

Mr. Charles Taylor asked Ms. Castillo where her crafts are made. 

 

Ms. Castillo stated she would be using one room in her home. Ms. Castillo stated she only made 

small items which can be created on a desk top. 

 

Chair Dean asked for any further questions from the Board. 

 

Chair, Dean stated that several e-mails were received with concerns about a craft store. Chair, 

Dean stated that Ms. Castillo had explained exactly what she would be doing and she also stated 

that there would not be any extra traffic coming into the neighborhood. 

 

Chair, Dean stated that Ms. Castillo had answered all of the concerns which were expressed in 

the e-mails. 

 

Ms. Castillo stated that the letter that was sent out had the word ‘line’ left out of the sentence and 

she felt after she had explained to a neighbor it was strictly on-line the neighbor understood. 

 

There were no comments from the public. 

 

Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department, had no comment. 

 

mailto:bozaquestions@decatur-al.gov
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Mr. Joseph Perez, Planning Department, had no comment. 

 

Mr. Collis Stevenson motioned to approve this case as submitted. Ms. Susana Salcido seconded 

the motion. On a roll call cote the motion carried. 
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CASE NO. 9 

 

Application and appeal of Anaceli Lopez and Roberto J. Matos for a determination as a use 

permitted on appeal as allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and 

adopted, of the Zoning Ordinance to have an administrative office for a painting business located 

at 2222 Anderson Dr. SW, property is located in a R-2 Single-Family Residential Zoning 

District. 

 

Ms. Anaceli Lopez presented this case to the Board. Ms. Lopez stated her name was Anaceli 

Lopez and her address was 2222 Anderson Dr. SW. Ms. Lopez stated she would like to use one 

room in her home for a painting business. 

 

Chair Dean stated that any comments or questions from the public could be submitted on line at 

bozaquestions@decatur-al.gov. 

Chair, Dean verified that Ms. Lopez heard and understood the rules and regulations for a home 

occupation, Ms. Lopez stated she understood. 

 

Mr. Charles Taylor asked Ms. Lopez about the property owner having a different last name than 

her last name. Ms. Lopez stated the name on the application was her husband’s. 

 

Chair, Dean asked Ms. Lopez about the type of equipment to be used with the business. Ms. 

Lopez stated they would use a small sprayer, ladder and rollers and paint brushes. 

 

Mr. Charles Taylor asked Ms. Lopez about any paint that would be left over. Ms. Lopez stated 

all left over paint would be left at the customer’s property. 

 

Chair, Dean verified Ms. Lopez heard and understood the rules and regulations of a home 

occupancy, Ms. Lopez stated she understood. 

 

Mr. Steven Thomas asked Ms. Lopez if they would be doing exterior as well as interior, Ms. 

Lopez stated only interior. 

 

Chair Dean asked for further questions from the Board. 

 

There were no comments from the public. 

 

Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department, had no comments. 

 

Mr. Joseph Perez, Planning Department, had no comments. 

 

Mr. Charles Taylor motioned to approve this case as submitted. Mrs. Susana Salcido seconded 

the motion. On a roll call vote the motion carried. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:bozaquestions@decatur-al.gov
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CASE NO. 10 

 

Application and appeal of Edward and Elizabeth Raybon for a determination as a use permitted 

on appeal as allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of 

the Zoning Ordinance to have an administrative office for an on-line business selling fashion 

accessories located at 2003 Montgomery St. SW, property is located in a R-2 Single-Family 

Residential Zoning District. 

 

Ms. Elizabeth Raybon presented this case to the Board. Ms. Raybon stated her name was 

Elizabeth Raybon and her address was 2003 Montgomery St. SW. Ms. Raybon stated she would 

like to use one room in her home for an on-line jewelry sales. Ms. Raybon stated she would do 

on-line advertising and through social media. 

 

Chair Dean stated that any comments or questions from the public could be submitted on line at 

bozaquestions@decatur-al.gov. 

 

Chair Dean verified that Ms. Raybon heard and understood the rules and regulations of a home 

occupancy, Ms. Raybon understood. 

 

Chair, Dean asked for questions from the Board. 

 

Mr. Charles Taylor asked Ms. Raybon if the jewelry is pre-made, Ms. Raybon stated yes it was 

premade. 

 

Chair, Dean stated on the application event planning was also listed however, the advertisement 

did not include the event planning and in order to be approved for the event planning she would 

have to come back in front of the Board to be approved for that, Ms. Raybon stated she 

understood. 

 

There were no questions from the public. 

 

Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department, had no comment. 

 

Mr. Joseph Perez, Planning Department, had no comment. 

 

Mr. Collis Stevenson motioned to approve this case as submitted. Mr. Steven Thomas seconded 

the motion. On a roll call vote the motion carried. 

 

 

CASE NO. 11 

 

Application and appeal of Fannetta Z. L. Arnold-Bogg for a determination as a use permitted on 

appeal as allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the 

Zoning Ordinance to have an administrative office for a Uber service located at 2404 Kelly Av. 

SW Apt 2, property is located in a R-4 Multi-family Residential Zoning District. 

 

mailto:bozaquestions@decatur-al.gov
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Ms. Fannetta Z.L. Arnold-Bogg presented this case to the Board. Ms. Arnold-Bogg stated her 

name was Fannetta Z.L. Arnold-Bogg and her address was 2404 Kelly Av. SW. Ms. Arnold-

Bogg stated she would like to use one room in her home for an administrative office to answer 

phones. 

 

Ms. Arnold-Bogg stated she would not be working for Uber but, wanting to bring a service to 

Decatur she feels is lacking. Ms. Arnold-Bogg sees a need for a transportation service in the City 

of Decatur. 

 

Ms. Arnold-Bogg stated she would get a magnet to go on her car and advertise through social 

media. 

 

Chair Dean stated that any comments or questions from the public could be submitted on line at 

bozaquestions@decatur-al.gov. 

 

Chair, Dean stated that she needed clarification on the type of business she was hoping to operate 

out of her home. 

 

Ms. Arnold-Bogg stated she was wanting to operate a taxi service and needed to use a room to 

answer the phone and no traffic would come to the home. 

 

Mr. Charles Taylor asked if this would be through Uber. 

 

Ms. Arnold-Bogg stated not through Uber just through herself and her husband. 

 

Mr. Charles Taylor verified that she was wanting to set up a taxi service and do the paperwork at 

her home, Ms. Arnold-Bogg agreed. 

 

Mr. Chip Alexander, Legal Department, stated that a taxi service has a lot of steps to through 

with the Revenue Department before that type of business can be granted. 

 

Ms. Arnold-Bogg stated she would not be doing a taxi she would be doing a Uber that would 

pick someone up and take them where they need to go. 

 

Ms. Arnold-Bogg stated she would not be working for Uber but for herself. 

 

Mr. Charles Taylor stated that would be a taxi service. 

 

Mr. Chip Alexander, Legal Department, told Ms. Arnold-Bogg she would have to get license 

through the Revenue Department. Ms. Arnold-Bogg understood and stated she was told she had 

to go through this process prior to getting a license for the taxi service. 

 

The Board and Mr. Alexander discussed the process necessary for Ms. Arnold-Bogg to get the 

license. Mr. Alexander stated the taxi service could not be located at her home address. Mr. 

Alexander stated the vehicles used for a taxi service would need to be parked at a different 

location. 

mailto:bozaquestions@decatur-al.gov
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Ms. Arnold-Bogg understood and stated she had spoken too Mr. Sal Jasso, Revenue Department, 

and was advised to go through this process to establish an address to open bank accounts and 

insurances and other business related issues. 

 

Mrs. Susana Salcido verified to Ms. Arnold-Bogg that this Board could only grant permission for 

an administrative office to be run from her home that the actual taxi service could not operate 

from her home, Ms. Arnold-Bogg understood. 

 

Mr. Chip Alexander, Legal Department, stated if the Board grants this request for them to be 

very specific to grant it for paperwork only, the Board agreed as well as Ms. Arnold-Bogg. 

 

Mr. Charles Taylor explained to Ms. Arnold-Bogg that once a magnet was placed on the side of 

her car the neighborhood would see that a business was being ran out of her home and one 

stipulation for a home occupancy was the neighbors cannot tell there is a business being run from 

that home, Ms. Arnold-Bogg understood. 

 

Ms. Susana Salcido asked Ms. Arnold-Bogg if she wanted to continue with the request for an 

administrative office only for the taxi service to be able to establish bank accounts and such for 

the business, Ms. Arnold-Bogg stated she would like to continue. 

 

Chair, Dean asked for any further questions from the Board. 

 

There were no comments from the public. 

 

Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department, had no comment. 

 

Mr. Joseph Perez had no comment. 

 

Mr. Charles Taylor motioned to approve this case with the condition it is granted for an 

administrative office only for the paperwork for a taxi service assuming that the other permits 

necessary are secured from the appropriate agencies. Mr. Steven Thomas seconded the motion. 

On a roll call vote the motion carried. 

 

CASE NO. 12 

 

Application and appeal of Rhonda Orr for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as 

allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning 

Ordinance to have an administrative office for an on-line embroidery and sewing business 

located at 317 Cardinal Dr. SW, property is located in a R-6 Single-Family Semi-Attached 

Residential Zoning District. 

 

Ms. Rhonda Orr presented this case to the Board. Ms. Orr stated that her name was Rhonda Orr 

and her address was 317 Cardinal Dr. SW. Ms. Orr stated she would like to obtain a business 

license to operate an embroidery and sewing business from her home. 
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Chair Dean stated that any comments or questions from the public could be submitted on line at 

bozaquestions@decatur-al.gov. 

 

Chair, Dean asked for questions from the Board. 

 

Mr. Charles Taylor asked Ms. Orr about the type of equipment she would use. 

 

Ms. Orr stated she would be using a heat press and she would purchase a sewing machine that 

embroidery for patches and such. 

 

Mr. Charles Taylor asked Ms. Orr if she would be able to use just one room in her home for this 

business, Ms. Orr stated yes. 

 

Chair, Dean verified that Ms. Orr heard and understood the rules and regulations of a home 

occupancy, Ms. Orr understood. 

 

Chair, Dean asked Ms. Orr if she would be able to keep her inventory in one room of her home, 

Ms. Orr stated yes. 

 

Mr. Charles Taylor verified that Ms. Orr would be taking orders, completing the orders and then 

shipping the orders out by herself, Ms. Orr agreed. 

 

Chair Dean asked for further questions from the Board. 

 

There were no comments from the public. 

 

Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department, had no comment. 

 

Mr. Joseph Perez, Planning Department, had no comment. 

 

Mr. Steven Thomas motioned to approve this case as submitted. Mr. Collis Stevenson seconded 

the motion. On a roll call vote the motion carried. 

 

CASE NO. 13 

 

Application and appeal of Brittney Toney for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as 

allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning 

Ordinance to have an administrative office for an on-line custom clothing sales and hair 

extensions and accessories located at 2431 Gaslight Place SW Apt C, property is located in a R-4 

Multi-family Residential Zoning District. 

 

Ms. Brittney Toney presented this case to the Board. Ms. Toney stated her name was Brittney 

Toney and her address was 2431 Gaslight Place SW Apt C. Ms. Toney stated she would like to 

have an online custom apparel t-shirt and hairline store. 

 

Ms. Toney stated that advertisements would be done through social media. 

mailto:bozaquestions@decatur-al.gov
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Ms. Toney stated she was aware that only her email address and phone number and business 

name could be posted. 

 

Ms. Toney asked about moving her business to another location. 

 

Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department, advised Ms. Toney if she moved to a different location she 

would need to come back and get approval for the new location, Ms. Toney understood. 

 

Chair Dean stated that any comments or questions from the public could be submitted on line at 

bozaquestions@decatur-al.gov. 

 

Chair Dean asked for further questions from the Board. 

Mr. Charles Taylor asked Ms. Toney if the property owners were aware that she was wanting to 

operate a business from her home, Ms. Toney stated yes. 

 

Chair, Dean verified that Ms. Toney understood the rules and regulations of a home occupancy, 

Ms. Toney stated she understood. 

 

Chair, Dean asked Ms. Toney about the size of the heat press she would be using, Ms. Toney 

stated the heat press would be a standard size. 

 

Chair, Dean asked for further questions from the Board. 

 

There were no comments from the public. 

 

Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department, had no comment. 

 

Mr. Joseph Perez, Planning Department, had no comment. 

 

Mr. Collis Stevenson motioned to approve this case as submitted. Ms. Susana Salcido seconded 

the motion. On a roll-call vote the motion carried. 

 

CASE NO. 14 

 

Application and appeal of Brian Mann for an 8.5 foot setback variance from Section 25-78 (d) in 

order to install a business center sign at 2112 6th Avenue SE, property is located in a B-2 General 

Business Zoning District. 

 

Mr. Brian Mann presented this case to the Board. Mr. Mann stated his name was Brian Mann and 

his address was 2112 6th Av SE. 

 

Mr. Mann stated he was requesting an 8.5 foot variance to put a business center sign in front of 

the building.  

 

Mr. Mann stated that the zoning at the location makes it difficult for sign placement. 

mailto:bozaquestions@decatur-al.gov
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Mr. Mann stated that the previous owner split the parcel causing the old sign’s location on the 

adjacent property to be unable to be taken down. Mr. Mann stated there is a large billboard in the 

location. 

 

Mr. Mann stated that on the other boundary the building is right up against the other property on 

the other side leaving him with only the center which would take up all of the parking for his 

business. 

 

Mr. Mann stated that at this time he has 5 feet in which to place a sign however, if he was 

granted the 8.5 feet he could put a sign directly in front of the building looking more logical 

falling in line with the other signs in the area. 

 

Chair Dean stated that any comments or questions from the public could be submitted on line at 

bozaquestions@decatur-al.gov. 

 

Chair, Dean stated that the state right of way cuts into this property and asked if the sign would 

be place in the flower bed if the variance is not granted, Mr. Mann agrees. 

 

The Board looked at a picture where the sign would be place. 

 

Chair, Dean asked for further questions from the Board. 

 

There were no comments from the public. 

 

Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department, had no comment. 

 

Mr. Joseph Perez, Planning Department, had no comment. 

 

Mr. Charles Taylor motioned to approve this case as submitted. Mrs. Susana Salcido seconded 

the motion. On a roll-call vote the motion carried. 

 

CASE NO. 15 

 

Application and appeal Ronnie Williams for a 10 foot setback variance from Section 25-78 (d) in 

order to install a business center sign at 1944 Central Parkway SW, property is located in a M-1 

Light Industry Zoning District. 

 

Mr. Ronnie Williams presented this case to the Board. Mr. Williams stated his name was Ronnie 

Williams and his address was 2207 Auburn Drive SW. 

 

Mr. Williams stated that there is a 10 foot property line off of the curb and a 25 foot setback 

from there. Mr. Williams stated that the building sits at 25 foot and the problem is a handicap 

parking spot directly in front of it.  

 

mailto:bozaquestions@decatur-al.gov
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Mr. Williams stated that if he were to put the sign in this spot and then go back an additional 10 

feet the sign would be in the sidewalk. 

 

Mr. Williams stated he was trying to get the sign to be 20 feet off of the curb rather than 35 feet 

off the curb. 

 

Chair Dean stated that any comments or questions from the public could be submitted on line at 

bozaquestions@decatur-al.gov. 

 

Chair, Dean stated it was understood that to be in compliance the sign would be inside of the 

building, Mr. Williams agreed. 

 

Chair Dean asked for questions from the Board. 

 

There were no comments from the public. 

 

Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department, had no comment. 

 

Mr. Joseph Perez, Planning Department, had no comment. 

 

Mr. Steven Thomas motioned to approve this case as submitted. Mr. Collis Stevenson seconded 

the motion. On a roll-call vote the motion carried. 

  

 

CASE NO. 16 

 

Application and appeal Barry Strong of an Administrative Decision of the Building Official from 

Section 25-13 (b) in order to re-open a convenience store located at 323 Memorial Drive NW, 

property is located in a R-3 Single-Family Residential Zoning District. 

 

Mr. Barry Strong presented this case to the Board. Mr. Strong stated his name was Barry Strong 

and that his address was 109 Memorial Dr. NW. Mr. Strong is requesting that a convenience 

store which was closed for a while be re-opened as a convenience store for the neighborhood. 

Chair Dean stated that any comments or questions from the public could be submitted on line at 

bozaquestions@decatur-al.gov. 

 

Mr. Strong stated that if the convenience store was re-opened then the proceeds could go to their 

ministry to help the people of the community.  

Mr. Strong stated that donations have been down this year and felt this would be a way to help 

supplement with the donations. 

Chair, Dean asked Mr. Strong how long the store had been closed, Mr. Strong replied that the 

store had been closed about 2 years. 

Chair, Dean asked for questions from the Board. 

mailto:bozaquestions@decatur-al.gov
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Mr. Steven Thomas explained to Mr. Strong that the Board understood since the store had been 

closed for 2 years that the city cannot grandfather it in to become a store again. 

Mr. Steven Thomas explained to Mr. Strong in order for the property to become a store again 

Mr. Strong would have to apply to the Planning Department Commission for rezoning of the 

property. 

Mr. Steven Thomas explained to Mr. Strong that this Board does not have the authority to rezone 

property.  

Mr. Steven Thomas stated he was in favor of the building being a convenience store because of 

the potential validity to the neighborhood. 

Mr. Strong did not agree that this Board did not have the authority to re-zone the property and 

stated the only reason this Board did not want the store to be re-opened was because of the side 

of town it was on and the Board was doing a disservice to the Northwest side of town and felt the 

property should be grandfathered back to the B-1 Zoning it was prior to it being left dormant for 

approximately 2 years 

Chair, Dean explained to Mr. Strong that the BOZA Board does not have the authority to rezone 

property because they are not the zoning board. 

Chair, Dean explained that in the One Decatur process that area is a core residential area which 

allows for community stores and type of things. 

Chair, Dean stated she felt like this whole Board agrees re-opening the store would be a great 

thing, and has been great, but this Board does not have the power to rezone this property, Mr. 

Strong agreed. 

Chair, Dean stated since the property is zoned residential and it is not grandfathered in this Board 

does not have the power to allow Mr. Strong to re-open the store, Mr. Strong understood. 

Chair, Dean explained to Mr. Strong that he could apply to the Planning Commission to have this 

property rezoned, Mr. Strong understood. 

Mr. Joseph Perez, Planning Department, stated to Mr. Strong he would help him through the 

steps to before the Planning Commission if this was something he would like to do, Mr. Strong 

stated he would like to move forward with the process. 

Mr. Chip Alexander, Legal Department, asked Mr. Strong if the store had been closed for 2 years 

or if he took possession of the property 2 years ago. 

Mr. Strong explained that his sister had owned the property and he did not take possession of the 

property until a few months ago. Mr. Strong stated that his sister still owns the property. 

Mr. Chip Alexander, Legal Department, asked Mr. Strong when was the last time the building 

functioned as a store, Mr. Strong was unsure of the dates. 

Mr. Chip Alexander, Legal Department, asked for an approximate time line. 
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Mr. Barry Strong stated his brother in law has passed away about 2 years ago and he was certain 

the store had not functioned since his passing. 

Mr. Chip Alexander, Legal Department, asked Mr. Strong if at the time of his brother in law’s 

passing if the building was functioning as a store, Mr. Strong stated he believed it was 

functioning as a store at that time. 

Mr. Chip Alexander, Legal Department, asked Mr. Strong if his sister had ever tried to sell the 

property as a store or had it just sat dormant since that time. Mr. Strong replied it has sat 

dormant. 

Mr. Barry Strong stated that just recently his sister asked him to re-open the building as a store 

so it would not have to sit there empty any longer. 

The Board reiterated to Mr. Strong that this Board was not against this property operating as a 

store and they are in hopes that it will be granted to operate once again as a store however, this 

was not something this Board could approve. 

Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department, advised Mr. Strong to get the support of the neighborhood 

behind him when he does go before the Planning Commission, Mr. Strong understood. 

Mr. Steven Thomas motioned to DISMISS this case because it doesn’t fall within this Board’s 

guidelines and Mr. Strong was advised to apply with the Planning Commission to have this 

property re-zoned. Mr. Charles Taylor seconded the motion. On a roll-call vote the motion 

carried. 

CASE NO. 7 

 

Application and appeal of Dawn Pettway for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as 

allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning 

Ordinance to have an administrative office for a furniture delivery business located at 1221 

Kathy Ln. SW, property is located in a R-2 Single-Family Zoning District. 

This case was called again then DISMISSED when no one came forward to present the case. 

A motion was presented by Mrs. Susana Salcido to DISMISS the meeting for the month of 

December 2020. Mr. Collis Stevenson seconded the motion. On a roll call vote the motion 

carried. 

The next scheduled meeting will be held on January 26, 2021. 

Mr. Charles Taylor resigned after today’s meeting. 

Meeting adjourned at 5:18 pm 

 

______________________________  

Delayne Dean, Chair 
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AGENDA JANUARY 2021 

 

The Board of Zoning Adjustment of the City of Decatur will hold a public meeting in the 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS ON THE FIRST FLOOR OF City Hall, 402 Lee Street NE, on 

Tuesday, January 26, 2021 at 4:00 p.m. and also broadcast live on City of Decatur You Tube 

Channel at https://www.youtube.com/c/Cityof DecaturAl for the purpose of hearing the 

following applications and appeals at which time all interested parties are requested to the be 

present and will be given an opportunity to be heard. Questions can also be submitted via email 

at bozaquestions@decatur-al.gov. 

 

CASE NO. 1 

 

Application and appeal of Jovanie Desmaraise for a determination as a use permitted on appeal 

as allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning 

Ordinance to operate an administrative office for an investment business located at 1205 

Goldridge Dr. SW unit F, property is located in a R-4.0 Multi-Family Residential Zoning Zero 

Lot Line District. 

 

CASE NO. 2 

 

Application and appeal of George Hagen Jackson for a determination as a use permitted on 

appeal as allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the 

Zoning Ordinance to operate an administrative office for a floor refinishing business located at 

2012 Brayden Dr. SW, property is located in a R-2 Single-Family Residential Zoning District. 

 

CASE NO. 3 

 

Application and appeal of Maurice Fuqua for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as 

allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning 

Ordinance to operate an administrative office for an automotive parts business located at 209 

Memorial Dr. SW, property is located in a R-2 Single-Family Residential Zoning District. 

 

CASE NO. 4 

 

Application and appeal of Tyler Sears for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as 

allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning 

Ordinance to operate an administrative office for a real estate business located at 50 Wilson St. 

Apt. 227/D, property is located in a R-4 Multi-Family Residential Zoning District. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:bozaquestions@decatur-al.gov
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CASE NO. 5 

 

Application and appeal of Mariea Satchel for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as 

allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning 

Ordinance to operate an administrative office for a staffing business located at 2601 Little John 

St. SW, property is located in a R-2 Single-Family Residential Zoning District. 

 

 

CASE NO. 6 

 

Application and appeal of Connie P. Torbert for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as 

allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning 

Ordinance to operate a baking business located at 1410 14th Av. SE, property is located in a R-2 

Single-Family Residential Zoning District. 

 

CASE NO. 7 

 

Application and appeal of Pedro Cordero Zaldivar for a determination as a use permitted on 

appeal as allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the 

Zoning Ordinance to operate an administrative office for a handyman business located at 607 

Central Parkway SW, property is located in a R-4 Multi-Family Residential Zoning District. 

 

CASE NO. 8 

 

Application and appeal of Pam Alford for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as 

allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning 

Ordinance to operate an administrative office for a t-shirt and accessories business located at 

4501 Willow Bend Rd SE, property is located in a R-1 Single-Family Residential Zoning 

District. 

 

CASE NO. 9 

 

Application and appeal of Yeni Torres for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as 

allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning 

Ordinance to operate an administrative office for a landscaping business located at 2216 Willow 

Av. SW, property is located in a R-3 Single-Family Residential Zoning District. 

 

CASE NO. 10 

 

Application and appeal of Matthew Richard Chandler for a determination as a use permitted on 

appeal as allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the 

Zoning Ordinance to operate an administrative office for a drop shipping business located at 

1535 16th Av SE Apt 5, property is located in a R-4 Multi-Family Residential Zoning District. 
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CASE NO. 11 

 

Application and appeal of Alpjandro Rodriquez for a determination as a use permitted on appeal 

as allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning 

Ordinance to operate an administrative office for a landscape business located at 2442 Cameron 

St SW, property is located in a R-6 Single-Family Semi Attached Residential Zoning District. 

 

CASE NO. 12 

 

Application and appeal of William E. Jackson, Jr. for a determination as a use permitted on 

appeal as allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the 

Zoning Ordinance to operate an administrative office for a hot shot trucking service located at 

2709 King Arthur Court SW, property is located in a R-2 Single-Family Residential Zoning 

District. 

 

CASE NO. 13 

 

Application and appeal of Marcus Baker for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as 

allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning 

Ordinance to operate a kitchen to make candied apples and other items located at 2201 Lasabre 

Lane SE, property is located in a R-2 Single-Family Residential Zoning District. 

 

CASE NO. 14 

 

Application and appeal of Daveny A. Vinson for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as 

allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning 

Ordinance to operate an administrative office for an on-line telehealth counseling service located 

at 1507 Clairmont Dr. SW, property is located in a R-6 Semi-Attached Single Family Residential 

Zoning District. 

 

CASE NO. 15 

 

Application and appeal of Margarito Canuto for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as 

allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning 

Ordinance to operate an administrative office for an electrical business located at 1211 8th Av. 

SE, property is located in a R-3 Single Family Residential Zoning District. 

 

CASE NO. 16 

 

Application and appeal of Virginia Wiggins Motton, LMSW, for a determination as a use 

permitted on appeal as allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and 

adopted, of the Zoning Ordinance to operate an administrative office for a consulting business 

located at 2938 Legacy Dr. SW, property is located in a R-2 Single Family Residential Zoning 

District. 
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CASE NO. 17 

 

Application and appeal of Speedway, LLC. for a  sign variance from Section 25-76(h)  for a 26% 

area variance in order to place signage in a window pane located at 3026 Highway 20, property 

is located in a B-2 General Business Zoning District. 

 

CASE NO. 18 

 

Application and appeal of Bryan Gibson for the following setback variances at 4118 Danville Rd 

SW, property is located in a AG-1 Agricultural Zoning District. 

 

1. 29 foot rear yard variance from Section 25-12. 

2. 10 foot side yard variance from Section 25-12. 

 

CASE NO. 19 

 

Application and appeal of Dr. James Daily for a 24 foot setback variance from Section 25-12 in 

order to add parking spaces located at 1403 8th St. SE, property is located in a MC Medical 

Center Zoning District. 

 

CASE NO. 20 

 

Application and appeal of Barry Strong for a non-conforming use variance from Section 25-10 in 

order to operate a convenience store located at 323 Memorial Dr. NW, property is located in a R-

3 Single Family Zoning District. 
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CASE NO. 1 1205 GOLDRIDGE DR. SW APT. F 
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CASE NO. 2 2012 BRAYDEN DR. SW 
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CASE NO. 3 209 MEMORIAL DR. SW 
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LOCATION OF CASE NO. 16
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