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Minutes July 2020 

 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Chair, Delayne Dean, Mr. Charles Taylor, Ms. Susana Salcido,  

         Mr. Collis Stevenson 

   

SUPERNUMERARIES:   Mr. Steven Thomas 

   

OTHERS PRESENT:  Mr. Chip Alexander, Asst. City Attorney 

         Mr. Matthew Marques, Planner 

         Mr. Joseph Perez, Planner 

         Mr. Bob Sims, Building Inspector 

             Mrs. Nancy Whiteside, Recorder 

 

Chairperson, Delayne Dean called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. on 7th floor at City Hall.   

 

Mr. Bob Sims called the roll.   

 

The Board considered the following applications and appeals. 

 

The minutes from the June 2020 meeting were approved without any changes. Mr. Charles 

Taylor motioned to approve the minutes. Mr. Collis Stevenson seconded the motion. On a voice 

vote the motion carried.  

 

POINT OF INFORMATION: TODAY’S MEETING IS BEING BROADCAST LIVE VIA 

YOUTUBE DUE TO THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC. 

 

POINT OF INFORMATION: The rules and regulations of a home occupation were explained 

to each applicant requesting a home occupation. Each applicant acknowledged they understood 

the rules and regulations. 

 

CASE NO. 1 

  

Application and appeal of Bryan Ramirez for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as 

allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning 

Ordinance to have an administrative office for a home remodeling business located at 741 

Kennilworth Rd. SW., property is located in a R-2 Single-Family Residential Zoning District. 

 

Mr. Bryan Ramirez presented this case to the Board. Mr. Ramirez stated his name was Bryan 

Ramirez and his address was 741 Kennilworth Rd. SW. Mr. Ramirez stated he would like to use 

one room in his home for administrative purposes for his remodeling business.  

 

Chair, Delayne Dean verified that Mr. Ramirez understood the rules and regulations about 

employees and signage. Mr. Ramirez stated he understood. 
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Chair Delayne Dean stated that this meeting was being streamed on line and any questions could 

be emailed to bozaquestions@decatur-al.gov and 90 seconds was allowed for the public to 

submit any concerns. There were no concerns submitted. 

 

Chair, Delayne Dean asked for questions from the Board. 

 

Mr. Charles Taylor asked Mr. Ramirez if he had any type of trailers. Mr. Ramirez stated not at 

this time he was in the process of purchasing a trailer. 

 

Mr. Charles Taylor asked Mr. Ramirez where his equipment was stored. Mr. Ramirez stated in 

his garage. 

 

Chair Delayne Dean asked if there were any further questions from the Board or the public, there 

were no questions.  

 

Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department, had no comment. 

 

Mr. Matthew Marques, Planning Department had no comment. 

 

Mr. Steven Thomas motioned to approve this case as submitted. Mr. Collis Stevenson seconded 

the motion. On a roll call vote the motion carried. 

 

CASE NO. 2 

  

Application and appeal of Ulonda Milam for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as 

allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning 

Ordinance to have an administrative office for an on-line sales for miscellaneous products at 

1212 Freemont St SW, property is located in a R-2 Single-Family Residential Zoning District. 

 

Ms. Milam notified the Board she would not be able to attend this meeting because of an illness. 

This case was tabled until August 2020 meeting. 

 

CASE NO. 3 

  

Application and appeal of Cordell Clay for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as 

allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning 

Ordinance to have an administrative office for a fence business located at 302 12th Av NW, 

property is located in a R-3 Single-Family Residential Zoning District. 

 

Mr. Cordell Clay presented this case to the Board. Mr. Clay stated his name was Cordell Clay 

and his address was 302 12th Av NW. Mr. Clay stated he would like to use one room in his home 

for his fencing business. 

 

Chair, Delayne Dean stated that this meeting was being streamed on line and any questions could 

be emailed to bozaquestions@decatur-al.gov and 90 seconds was allowed for the public to 

submit any concerns. There were no concerns submitted. 

mailto:bozaquestions@decatur-al.gov
mailto:bozaquestions@decatur-al.gov
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Chair Delayne Dean asked for questions from the Board. 

 

Mr. Charles Taylor asked Mr. Clay if the property owner was aware that he was wanting to 

operate a business from his home. Mr. Clay stated yes he was aware and has approved of the 

business. 

 

Chair Delayne Dean asked Mr. Clay if he understood the conditions for having employees and 

for advertising. Mr. Clay stated yes he understood. 

 

Chair, Delayne Dean asked Mr. Clay where he would store the supplies. Mr. Clay stated that all 

of the supplies would be shipped directly to the job site so no supplies would be stored at his 

home. 

 

Chair, Delayne Dean asked Mr. Clay if he had a trailer. Mr. Clay stated he was in the process of 

purchasing a trailer. 

 

Chair, Delayne Dean asked for any further questions. 

 

Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department asked Mr. Clay how he would advertise. Mr. Clay stated he 

would advertise using social media and using yard sign. Mr. Sims advised Mr. Clay that using 

yard sign is permissible however, the signs cannot be posted on street lights or street signs. 

 

Mr. Sims told Mr. Clay yard signs were only permissible in the yards of his clients and after 10 

days those sign needed to be removed. Mr. Sims told Mr. Clay that he was allowed to put signs 

on his vehicles as long as he did not have his home address on the signs, Mr. Clay understood. 

 

Matthew Marques, Planning Department had no comment. 

 

Mr. Collis Stevenson motioned to approve this case as submitted. Mr. Charles Taylor seconded 

the motion. On a roll call vote the motion carried. 

 

 

CASE NO. 4 

  

Application and appeal of Timothy F. Cunningham for a determination as a use permitted on 

appeal as allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the 

Zoning Ordinance to have an administrative office for a lawn care business located at 602 

Clearview St SW, property is located in a R-2 Single-Family Residential Zoning District. 

 

Mr. Timothy Cunningham presented this case to the Board. Mr. Cunningham stated his name 

was Timothy Cunningham and his address was 602 Clearview St SW. Mr. Cunningham stated he 

would like to use one room in his home for his lawn care business. 

 

Chair, Delayne Dean stated that this meeting was being streamed on line and any questions could 

be emailed to bozaquestions@decatur-al.gov and 90 seconds was allowed for the public to 

submit any concerns. There were no concerns submitted. 

mailto:bozaquestions@decatur-al.gov
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Chair, Delayne Dean asked Mr. Cunningham if he understood about the conditions for having 

employees and advertising, Mr. Clay understood. 

 

Chair, Delayne Dean asked Mr. Cunningham about storage of his equipment. Mr. Cunningham 

stated he had a storage building and also a trailer he kept his riding mower and other small 

equipment on. 

 

Mr. Charles Taylor asked about the storage of gasoline. Mr. Cunningham stated he would 

purchase the gas as needed on his way to a job. 

 

Mr. Charles Taylor asked Mr. Cunningham if the property owner was aware that he was wanting 

to operate this business from the home. Mr. Cunningham stated he was aware and approved of 

the business. 

 

Chair, Delayne Dean asked for any further questions from the Board or from the public. 

 

Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department, explained to Mr. Cunningham that if he used yard signs he 

could only put them out on job sites and had to be removed within 10 days. Mr. Sims told Mr. 

Cunningham that he was allowed to put signs on his vehicles, Mr. Cunningham understood. 

 

Mr. Matthew Marques, Planning Department, had no comment. 

 

Mr. Steven Thomas motioned to approve this case as submitted. Mr. Collis Stevenson seconded 

the motion. On a roll call vote the motion carried. 

 

CASE NO. 5 

  

Application and appeal of DeAuhjdrah Washington for a determination as a use permitted on 

appeal as allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the 

Zoning Ordinance to have an administrative office for an on-line clothing boutique located at 

2115 Central Parkway SW Apt K 13, property is located in a R-4 Multi-Family Residential 

Zoning District. 

 

Ms. Washington presented this case to the Board. Ms. Washington stated her name was 

DeAuhjdraj Washington and her address was 2115 Central Parkway SW Apt K 13.  

 

Ms. Washington stated she would like to use one room in her home for her on-line clothing 

boutique. Ms. Washington stated she did not have any employees but she does use models but 

the models do not come to her home, they meet on location somewhere. 

 

Ms. Washington that she advertises on social media and has business cards. Ms. Washington 

stated that she was also on the Official Black App which is an African American business app 

which promotes black businesses.  
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Chair, Delayne Dean stated that this meeting was being streamed on line and any questions could 

be emailed to bozaquestions@decatur-al.gov and 90 seconds was allowed for the public to 

submit any concerns. There were no concerns submitted. 

 

Chair Delayne Dean asked for questions from the Board. 

 

Ms. Susana Salcido asked Ms. Washington to verify the purchasing process. Ms. Washington 

stated that customers could place an order on line or call her personally and then the items were 

shipped to her house and she would use the post office to ship the order to the customer. 

 

Mr. Charles Taylor asked Ms. Washington if Park Place Apartments were aware she was 

wanting to operate a business from her home, Ms. Washington stated yes they were aware. 

 

Chair, Delayne Dean reminded Ms. Washington that she would need to keep the inventory to one 

room in her home and if it grew to more than one room then she would need to move to another 

location, Ms. Washington understood. 

 

Chair, Delayne Dean asked Ms. Washington if she understood about employees, Ms. 

Washington understood. 

 

Chair, Delayne Dean asked for any further questions from the Board. 

 

Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department, had no comment. 

 

Mr. Matthew Marques, Planning Department, had no comment. 

 

Mr. Collis Stevenson motioned to approve this case as submitted. Mr. Steven Thomas seconded 

the motion. On a roll call vote the motion carried. 

 

CASE NO. 6 

  

Application and appeal of Cecilo Rodrigurez of an Administrative Decision of the Building 

Official from Section 25-2 (1) and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the 

Zoning Ordinance to place a swimming pool on the side yard at 402 Bellemeade St. SW, 

property is located in a R-2 Single Family Residential Zoning District. 

 

Mr. Cecilo Rodigurez presented this case to the Board. Mr. Rodigurez stated his name was 

Cecilo Rodigurez and his address was 402 Bellemeade St. SW. Mr. Rodigurez stated his yard is 

very narrow and he would like permission to put a swimming pool in his side yard. Mr. 

Rodriguez stated placing the pool in the side yard would not meet the required setbacks. Mr. 

Rodigurez stated he would make the area safe by placing fencing around the pool. 

 

Chair, Delayne Dean stated that this meeting was being streamed on line and any questions could 

be emailed to bozaquestions@decatur-al.gov and 90 seconds was allowed for the public to 

submit any concerns. There were no concerns submitted. 

 

mailto:bozaquestions@decatur-al.gov
mailto:bozaquestions@decatur-al.gov
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Chair, Delayne Dean asked for questions from the Board and from the public. 

 

Mr. Charles Taylor asked Mr. Rodrigurez what was his hardship and why was this the only place 

he could put the pool. Mr. Rodrigurez stated there was not enough room to put the pool 

anywhere else and he could not put it any further in the back yard because power lines run over 

the top where the swimming pool would sit. 

 

Mrs. Sheila Rivers, owner of 404 Bellemeade St. SW asked why the pool can’t be placed on the 

other side of the house, on the Sandlin Rd. side. 

 

Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department, replied that the property, 402 Bellemeade St. has a double 

front yard setback since it is located on a corner lot. 

 

Mrs. Rivers stated that the proposed location of the pool will be located directly beside the 

bedrooms of her property and feels it will cause a noise disturbance if someone is trying to sleep, 

day or night. Mrs. Rivers stated that she is trying to get the house ready to sell and feels like this 

will create a hardship for selling her property. 

 

Chair, Delayne Dean asked for any further questions from the Board. 

 

Mrs. Susan Salcido asked Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department, if the power lines causes a 

hardship or not. 

 

Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department, replied that the Board could not grant a variance to put the 

pool under the power lines because it is actually an easement for the utilities, also it would be a 

safety hazard to locate a pool under power lines. 

 

Mr. Rodriguez told Mrs. Rivers that he would be willing to put a tall fence around the pool to 

help buffer the sounds. 

 

Mrs. Rivers stated that a fence would not help block the sounds coming from the pool. Mrs. 

Rivers feels the noise levels will be too loud for someone who is trying to sleep in the bedroom if 

the pool is that close to her house. 

 

Mr. Steven Thomas verified that if Mr. Rodriguez were to put the pool a small way back that he 

would not have to ask for a variance it was the couple of feet Mr. Rodriguez was wanting to 

move the pool up that is causing the problem, there was not any opposition to this justification. 

 

Mrs. Rivers showed the Board pictures she had taken of the property, and showed how close the 

pool would sit to her property. 

 

Chair, Delayne Dean stated the point she keeps coming back to is if the pool was placed further 

in the back yard it would still be the same distance to Mrs. Rivers property. Chair, Dean stated 

that the relationship to the property line is not changing, it is only how much of the pool is going 
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to be placed in the side yard, because there is not enough room to go from the back yard line all 

the way back.  

 

Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department, explained to Mrs. Rivers exactly what Chair Dean was 

referring to, Mrs. Rivers understood. 

 

Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department, explained to Mrs. Rivers if the property was addressed off 

of the Sandlin Rd side then the pool could be located on the other side of the house. However, 

since the property has a double front yard setback it cannot be located on that side of the house, 

Mrs. Rivers understood. 

 

A discussion continued about how the pool would placed on the property and how the pool 

would have to be at least 5 feet away from Mrs. Rivers property. Mr. Rodriguez ensured Mrs. 

Rivers that he would build a privacy fence around the pool. 

 

Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department assured Mrs. Rivers that the dimensions for the pool would 

be measured and verified to be at least 5 feet off the property line as outlined in the city 

ordinance for an accessory structure. 

  

Chair, Delayne Dean asked for any further questions. 

 

Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department had no further comments. 

 

Mr. Matthew Marques, Planning Department, had no comments. 

 

Mr. Steven Thomas motioned to approve this case as submitted. Mr. Charles Taylor seconded 

the motion. On a roll call vote the motion carried. 

 

CASE NO. 7 

  

Application and appeal of Thomas Strong of an Administrative Decision of the Building Official  

from Section 25-2 (1) and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning 

Ordinance use an existing detached garage at 123 Hamaker St SW, property is located in a R-1 

Single Family Residential Zoning District. 

 

This case was moved to the end because no one came forward when called to present this case to 

the Board. 

 

CASE NO. 8 

  

Application and appeal of Cathy Denmark for a 5 foot rear yard setback variance, from Section 

25-10.9 (2) (d) in order to construct a master bathroom at 2732 Longfellow Dr. SW, property is 

located in a R-2 Single Family Residential Zoning District. 
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Mrs. Cathy Denmark presented this case to the Board. Mrs. Denmark said her name was Cathy 

Denmark and her address was 2732 Longfellow Dr. SW. Mrs. Denmark stated she would like to 

have a variance to add on to her existing bathroom to make it wheel chair compliant. 

 

Chair, Delayne Dean verified that the addition would not extend out any further than what the 

neighbor’s house extends. Mrs. Denmark agreed. Mrs. Denmark stated she needed an additional 

5 feet added on to the house. 

 

Chair, Delayne Dean stated that this meeting was being streamed on line and any questions could 

be emailed to bozaquestions@decatur-al.gov and 90 seconds was allowed for the public to 

submit any concerns. There were no concerns submitted. 

 

Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department, had no comments. 

 

Mr. Matthew Marques, Planning Department, had no comment. 

 

Mr. Charles Taylor motioned to approve this case as submitted. Mr. Collis Stevenson seconded 

the motion. On a roll call vote the motion carried. 

 

CASE NO. 7 

  

Application and appeal of Thomas Strong of an Administrative Decision of the Building Official  

from Section 25-2 (1) and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning 

Ordinance use an existing detached garage at 123 Hamaker St SW, property is located in a R-1 

Single Family Residential Zoning District. 

 

This case was called again and DISMISSED when no one came forward to present the case. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 4:50 pm 

 

 

_______________________________ 

Chair, Delayne Dean 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:bozaquestions@decatur-al.gov
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AGENDA August 2020  

 

The Board of Zoning Adjustment of the City of Decatur will hold a public meeting in the COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

ON THE FIRST FLOOR OF City Hall, 402 Lee Street NE, on Tuesday, August 25, 2020 at 4:00 p.m. and also 

broadcast live on City of Decatur You Tube Channel at https://www.youtube.com/c/Cityof DecaturAl for 

the purpose of hearing the following applications and appeals at which time all interested parties are requested to 

the be present and will be given an opportunity to be heard. Questions can also be submitted via email at 

bozaquestions@decatur-al.gov. 

 

CASE NO. 1 

 

Application and appeal of Ulonda Milam for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as allowed in Section 

25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning Ordinance to have an administrative 

office for an on-line sales for miscellaneous products at 1212 Freemont St SW, property is located in a R-2 Single-

Family Residential Zoning District. 

 

CASE NO. 2 

  

Application and appeal of David L. Stover, for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as allowed in Section 

25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning Ordinance to have an administrative 

office for a lawn care business located at 207 Blue Bird Lane SW, property is located in a R-4 Multi-Family 

Residential Zoning District. 

 

CASE NO. 3 

  

Application and appeal of Exayani Manuel Garcia, for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as allowed in 

Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning Ordinance to have an 

administrative office for an online clothing and accessories boutique located at 2935 McDonald Dr. SW, property 

is located in a R-6 Single-Family Semi-Attached Residential Zoning District. 

 

CASE NO. 4 

  

Application and appeal of Alicia Petrona Alvarado, for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as allowed in 

Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning Ordinance to have an 

administrative office for a residential cleaning service located at 1807 Windover Pl. SW Apt. A, property is located 

in a R-4 Multi-Family Residential Zoning District. 

 

CASE NO. 5 

  

Application and appeal of Ernesto Carbajal, for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as allowed in Section 

25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning Ordinance to have an administrative 

office for a handyman business located at 219 Mark St SW, property is located in a R-2 Single-Family Residential 

Zoning District. 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:bozaquestions@decatur-al.gov
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CASE NO. 6 

  

Application and appeal of Leonardo M. Taylor, for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as allowed in 

Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning Ordinance to have an 

administrative office for a cleaning service located at 118 Raymond St SW, property is located in a R-2 Single-

Family Residential Zoning District. 

 

CASE NO. 7 

  

Application and appeal of Anthony Clay, for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as allowed in Section 

25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning Ordinance to have an administrative 

office for a computer consulting and repair business located at 701 Ashley Dr. SW, property is located in a R-2 

Single-Family Residential Zoning District. 

 

CASE NO. 8 

  

Application and appeal of Rosalinda Perez, for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as allowed in Section 

25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning Ordinance to have an administrative 

office for a roofing business located at 915 Towerview St SW, property is located in a R-2 Single-Family 

Residential Zoning District. 

 

CASE NO. 9 

  

Application and appeal of Necco Flucker Mason, for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as allowed in 

Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning Ordinance to have an 

administrative office for an on-line apparel business located at 1213 Connor St SE, property is located in a R-4 

Multi-Family Residential Zoning District. 

 

CASE NO. 10 

  

Application and appeal of Christin Ekwueme, for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as allowed in 

Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning Ordinance to have an 

administrative office for an on-line business located at 2158 Westbury Ct. SW, property is located in a R-6 Single-

Family Semi-Attached Residential Zoning District. 

 

CASE NO. 11 

 

Application and appeal of James Morrill for the following setback variances in order to construct a new home 

located at 1114 9th St. SE, property is located in a R-3 Single- Family Residential Zoning District. 

 

 15 foot side yard setback variance from the Somerville Rd. SE side from Section 25-14. 

 

 6 foot 8 inch front yard setback variance from the 9th St. SE Section 25-10.10 (2) (c). 

 

CASE NO. 12 

 

Application and appeal of James Morrill for a 3.68 foot lot width reduction from Section 25-10.9 (2) (f) at 2218 

Morgan Av SW, property is located in a R-2 Single-Family Residential Zoning District. 
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CASE NO. 13 

 

Application and appeal of Joan B. Schacht for a 5 foot side yard variance from Section 25-10 (2) ( e ) (2) in order 

to place an accessory structure in the back yard at 2207 Birch St SE, property is located in a R-1 Single-Family 

Residential Zoning District. 

 

CASE NO. 14 

 

Application and appeal of an Administrative Decision by Kelly Rohacek from Section 25-10.8 (2) (g) for a 6 foot 

height variance in order to construct a new home located at  4860 Indian Hills Rd SE, property is located in an AG-

1 Agricultural District. 

 

CASE NO. 15 

 

Application and appeal of an Administrative Decision by Eleanor Bailey from Section 25-2 (1) in order to place an 

accessory structure in the front yard located at 214 Robinson St SW, property is located in a R-2 Single-Family 

Zoning District. 

 

CASE NO. 16 

 

Application and appeal of Gray Hughes for a 10.6 foot side yard setback variance from Section 25-10.8 (2) ( e ) in 

order to build an attached garage at 1409 Fairway Dr. SE, property is located in a R-1 Single-Family Zoning 

Residential District. 
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