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MINUTES JANUARY 2020 

 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:   Chairman, Charles Taylor, Mr. Collis Stevenson, 

         Ms. Delayne Dean,  

         Mr. Thomas Rossi 

   

SUPERNUMERARIES:    Mr. Steven Thomas 

   

OTHERS PRESENT:   Mr. Wally Terry, Director 

          …..and Custodian of Records 

          Mr. Herman Marks, City Attorney 

          Mr. Chip Alexander, Asst. City Attorney 

          Mrs. Karen Smith, Planner 

              Mr. Matthew Marques, Planning Department  

         Mr. Bob Sims, Building Inspector 

         Mrs. Nancy Whiteside, Recorder 

 

Chairman, Charles Taylor called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at City Hall.   

 

Mr. Bob Sims called the roll.  

  

The Board considered the following applications and appeals. 

 

The minutes from the November 2019 meeting were approved without any changes. Mr. Steven Thomas motioned 

to approve the minutes. Mr. Collis Stevenson seconded the motion. On a voice vote the motion carried.  

 

Point of Information: The rules and regulations of a home occupation were explained to each applicant 

requesting a home occupation. Each applicant acknowledged they understood the rules and regulations. 

 

CASE NO. 1-TABLED FROM NOVEMBER 2019 

 

Application and appeal of Taylor Jones for an administrative decision from Section 25-76 (p) to keep an off 

premises sign at 110 6th Av NE, property is located in a M-1 Light Industrial Zoning District. 

 

This case was moved to the end of the agenda because no one came forward when the case was called. 

 

CASE NO. 2 

  

Application and appeal of Christopher Jackson for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as allowed in 

Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning Ordinance to have an 

administrative office for an interior design business located at 1415 7th Avenue SE, property is located in a R-2 

Single-Family Zoning District. 

 

Mr. Christopher Jackson presented this case to the Board. Mr. Jackson stated his name was Christopher Jackson 

and his address was 1415 7th Avenue SE. Mr. Jackson stated he would like to have a business license for an 

interior design business. Mr. Jackson shared a few photos of his work. 
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Mr. Steven Thomas asked Mr. Jackson to amend the application questionnaire to reflect question number one that 

all of the administrative work would be done only in his home. Mr. Jackson amended the questionnaire. 

 

Ms. Delayne Dean verified that there would not be any clients coming to his home.  

 

Chairman, Charles Taylor asked for any further questions. 

 

Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department, had no comment. 

Mr. Matthew Marques, Planning Department, had no comment. 

Mr. Thomas Rossi motioned to approve this case as submitted. Mr. Collis Stevenson second the motion. On a roll-

call vote the motion carried. 

 

CASE NO. 3 

  

Application and appeal of Christina Reedus for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as allowed in Section 

25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning Ordinance to have an administrative 

office for a cleaning business located at 3526 Highway 31 S Apt 10D, property is located in a R-4 Multi-Family 

Zoning District. 

 

Ms. Christina Reedus presented this case to the Board. Ms. Reedus stated her name was Christina Reedus and her 

address was 3526 Highway 31 S Apt. 10D. Ms. Reedus stated she would like to use one room in her home for 

administrative purposes for her janitorial business. 

 

Chairman, Charles Taylor ask for any further questions. 

 

Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department, had no comment. 

 

Mr. Matthew Marques, Planning Department, had no comment. 

 

Mr. Collis Stevenson motioned to approve this case as submitted. Ms. Delayne Dean seconded the motion. On a 

roll-call vote the motion carried. 

 

CASE NO. 4 

  

Application and appeal of Robert Burris for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as allowed in Section 25-

10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning Ordinance to have an administrative office 

for a lawn service located at 1110 Way Thru The Woods SW, property is located in a R-2 Single Family Zoning 

District. 

 

Mr. Robert Burris presented this case to the Board. Mr. Burris stated his name was Robert Burris and his address 

was 1110 Way Thru The Woods SW.  Mr. Burris stated he would like to use one room in his home for 

administrative purposes for his lawn care business. 

 

Mr. Thomas Rossi asked Mr. Burris to clarify the statement on his application that states doing minor repairs to 

equipment. Mr. Burris stated he would only be working on his personal equipment. 
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Mr. Steven Thomas asked Mr. Burris to amend the application questionnaire to reflect question number one that all 

of the administrative work would be done only in one room of his home. Mr. Burris amended the questionnaire. 

Mr. Burris also corrected question number 4. 

 

Mr. Steven Thomas asked Mr. Burris to clarify question number five where he has written gas cans as explosives. 

Mr. Burris stated he would have no more than a five gallon can of gas at a time. 

 

Chairman, Charles Taylor asked for any further questions. 

 

Mr. Steve Barnett, 1111 Way Thru The Woods presented a petition signed by ten different families/people who are 

concerned with the amount of traffic coming through the neighborhood. Mr. Barnett stated he understood that there 

would not be any employees going to the home. Mr. Barnett stated they were concerned that equipment trailers 

would be parked on the street and block the intersection. Mr. Barnett stated Mr. Burris has one trailer parked on the 

street at this time and is concerned eventually there may be more. 

 

Mr. Burris responded stating that he is working on cleaning out his garage and once that is complete he will move 

the trailer into the garage. Mr. Burris stated if his business gets large enough to have several trailers he will rent 

somewhere to store his equipment. 

 

Mr. Troy Woodall, 1112 Way Thru The Woods stated he was concerned where the equipment would be stored and 

a concern about employees. Mr. Burris had answered these questions and Mr. Woodall was satisfied with the 

answers. 

 

Chairman, Charles Taylor commended to the audience that any time there is a concern about any home occupation 

it is the responsibility of the residents of the neighborhood to report the concerns to this Board then an 

investigation would begin. 

 

Mr. Steve Barnett handed over the list of neighbors who had concerns with the business. 

 

Ms. Delayne Dean stated any resident is allowed to have a trailer and this situation sounded to be no different. Ms. 

Dean stated if the business grew into larger equipment other arrangement would have to be made. 

 

Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department, had no comment. 

 

Mr. Matthew Marques, Planning Department, had no comment. 

 

Mr. Steven Thomas motioned to approve this case as submitted. Mr. Thomas Rossi seconded the motion. On a 

roll-call vote the motion carried. 

 

CASE NO. 5 

  

Application and appeal of Philda Starks for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as allowed in Section 25-

10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning Ordinance to use one room in home for a 

flower planting and potting business located at 715 4th Av SE, property is located in a R-4 Multi-Family 

Residential Zoning District. 

Ms. Philda Starks presented this case to the Board. Ms Starks stated she would like to use one room in her home 

for planting of plants she will be selling at the farmers market. 
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Ms. Delayne Dean asked if she would be growing the plants. Ms. Starks stated she would be purchasing the plants 

from another grower. 

 

Chairman, Charles Taylor asked Ms. Starks to briefly describe what she would be doing. 

 

Ms. Starks stated she would be working with a vendor to bring a product line in to create planters for homes or 

commercial environments and sold at the Decatur farmers market. 

 

Mr. Steven Thomas asked Ms. Stark if she understood she could not sell the plants from her home. Ms. Starks 

understood. 

 

Mr. Thomas Rossi asked Ms. Starks if deliveries made to her home would be greater than any other normal 

delivery. Ms. Starks stated it would not be any different. 

 

Mr. Steven Thomas verified that Ms. Starks was not creating a nursery. Ms. Starks stated she was not creating a 

nursery. 

 

Chairman, Charles Taylor asked for any further questions. 

 

Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department, asked Ms. Starks how much stock would be kept. Ms. Starks responded she 

would not have much since it is a perishable product and only the amount she could sell over a weekend. 

 

Mr. Matthew Marques, Planning Department, had no comment. 

Ms. Delayne Dean motioned to approve this case as submitted. Mr. Steven Thomas seconded the motion. On a 

roll-call vote the motion carried. 

 

CASE NO. 6 

  

Application and appeal of Juan Ramon Landaverde for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as allowed in 

Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning Ordinance to have an 

administrative office for a telephone/internet business for installation of hardwood flooring located at 303 

Austinville Rd SW Apt # 18, property is located in a R-4 Multi-Family Residential Zoning District. 

Mr. Juan Landaverde presented this case to the Board. Mr. Landaverde stated his name was Juan Ramon 

Landaverde and his address was 303 Austinville Rd Apt #18. Mr. Landaverde stated he would like to use one room 

in his home for a floor installation business.  

Chairman, Charles Taylor verified with Mr. Landaverde that he would be using the internet to contact suppliers 

and clients, Mr.  Landaverde agreed. 

Mr. Steven Thomas asked how Mr. Landaverde would be advertising and reminded him that he could not list his 

home address on his vehicles or any of his advertisements but, the phone number was ok, Mr. Landaverde 

understood. 

Ms. Delayne Dean asked Mr. Landaverde if the product would be shipped to the customers address. Mr. 

Landaverde stated yes the customer would need to order all the supplies and have it at their home, for the time 

being since he was unable to store large amounts at his present home. 
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Chairman, Charles Taylor asked for any further questions. 

Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department, reminded Mr. Landaverde that he could not have employees coming to his 

home for any reason, Mr. Landaverde understood. 

Mr. Matthew Marques, Planning Department, had no comment. 

Mr. Thomas Rossi motioned to approve this case as submitted. Mr. Collis Stevenson seconded the motion. On a 

roll-call vote the motion carried. 

CASE NO. 7 

Application and appeal of Patricia Iva Torres for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as allowed in 

Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning Ordinance to have an 

administrative office for a janitorial service located at 1204 Sheraton Street SE, property is located in a R-2 Single-

Family Residential Zoning District. 

Ms. Patricia Torres presented this case to the Board. Ms. Torres stated her name was Patricia Torres and her 

address was 1204 Sheraton Street. Ms. Torres stated she would like to use one Mr. Steven Thomas asked Ms. 

Torres to amend the application questionnaire to reflect question number one that all of the administrative work 

would be done only in one room of her home. Ms. Torres amended the questionnaire. 

Chairman, Charles Taylor verified with Ms. Torres that she would keep the cleaning supplies in her car. Ms. 

Torres replied yes. 

Chairman, Charles Taylor asked for any further questions. 

Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department, had no comment. 

Mr. Matthew Marques, Planning Department, had no comment. 

Mr. Collis Stevenson motioned to approve this case as submitted. Mr. Steven Thomas seconded the motion. On a 

roll-call vote the motion carried. 

CASE NO. 8 

 

Application and appeal of Trav-Ad Signs for a 23 square foot attached accessory sign variance from Section 25-77 

( e) (1) to install 239 square feet of attached signs on premise signs located at 1101 6th Avenue NE, property is 

located in a B-2 General Business Zoning District. 

 

Mr. Parks Harris, salesman from Trav-Ad Signs, presented this case to the Board for its ruling. Mr. Parks stated 

that Trav-Ad Signs is here helping the Hilton Doubletree install a sign on the North side of the river front that 

exceeds the allowed square footage. Iris and Chad representing the Doubletree are also here to answer question if 

needed. 
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Mr. Harris states that there is not any type of sign on the north side of the building. The only sign attached to the 

building is on the South side. Mr. Parks states that they are wanting to be able to advertise on the North side of the 

building for aesthetics and to provide traffic direction to the hotel. 

Mr. Parks states that the signage Doubletree has designed will help in attracting businesses and new residents to 

the area. 

Chairman, Charles Taylor ask for any questions. 

Mr. Thomas Rossi, asked if the extra square footage was truly required. Mr. Rossi asked if this sign being 

proposed was a standard size sign the Doubletree uses most often. 

Mr. Parks responded that he was not aware if the proposed sign was a standard size. The designed size is the most 

aesthetic proposed by the manufacturer for that fascia. 

Chairman, Charles Taylor called for any further questions. 

Ms. Crystal Brown, Decatur-Morgan County Chamber of Commerce, stated the Chamber is excited for the 

possibility of the signage for the Doubletree. Ms. Brown stated the Chamber has several events that are hosted at 

the Doubletree as well as individuals that are invited into town. Ms. Brown stated there is not a good way instruct 

someone to get to the hotel. Ms. Brown asked the Board to grant the request and feels it will be an enhancement to 

the Doubletree. 

Rick Paler, Decatur Downtown Redevelopment Authority, stated the organization feels that the way the sign is 

designed will enhance area appeal and help continued growth. 

Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department, had no comment. 

Mr. Matthew Marques, Planning Department, had no comment. 

Mr. Collis Stevenson motioned to approve this case as submitted. Mr. Thomas Rossi seconded the motion. On a 

roll-call vote the motion carried. 

CASE NO. 9 

 

Application and appeal of Experience Signs of the South for a 127.88 square foot area variance from Section 25-77 

( e)(2) to install 267.88 of attached on premise signs located at 1107 Beltline Road SE unit B, property is located in 

a M-1A Expressway Commercial Zoning District. 

 

Ms. Ashley Ware, representative for Experience Signs of the South, presented this case to the Board. Ms. Ware 

stated this request was for 1107 Beltline Rd Unit B. Ms. Ware stated that 127.88 additional square feet is being 

request for the signage on the property. 

 

Chairman, Charles Taylor asked for questions from the Board. 

 

Ms. Delayne Dean asked if Experience Signs of the South designed the signs. Ms. Ware stated no that these signs 

were an install only. Ms. Dean verified that TJ MAXX send the lettering to them, Ms. Ware stated yes. 
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Chairman, Charles Taylor asked Ms. Ware if this was standard signage for TJ MAXX. Ms. Ware replied yes. 

Chairman Taylor asked if there was a smaller sign underneath the large sign on the roof and small signs on the 

columns. Ms. Ware replied yes. 

 

Ms. Delayne Dean verified that only channel letters are on the roof, Ms. Ware replied yes. 

 

Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department, had no comments. 

 

Mr. Matthew Marques, Planning Department, had no comments. 

Mr. Steven Thomas motioned to approve this case as submitted. Mr. Collis Stevenson seconded the motion. On a 

roll-call vote the motion carried. 

 

 

CASE NO. 10 

 

Application and appeal of Travis Trimble for an appeal of an administrative decision from Section 25-11 in order 

to operate a stone works and retail business at 2502 Highway 20, property is located in a B-2 General Business 

Zoning District. 

 

Mr. Travis Trimble presented this case to the Board. Mr. Trimble stated his name was Travis Trimble and his 

address is 2320 Ben Poole Rd. Mr. Trimble stated he would like to open a cultured stone business. The stone will 

be manufactured at this location and sold at retail and wholesale. Mr. Trimble states he is asking for an appeal of 

an administrative decision to be able to operate at this location. 

 

Chairman, Charles Taylor verified that this location is in a B-2, Mr. Trimble agreed. 

Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department, stated a M-1 Light Industrial District or a M-2 General Industrial District 

would allow this type of business.  

 

Mr. Steven Thomas asked if the M-1 or the M-2 zoning district needed for this request. Mr. Bob Sims, Building 

Department, stated yes 

 

Ms. Delayne Dean, asked Mr. Trimble to explain the process of the stone works. Mr. Trimble explained the 

process of the manufactured stone. Mr. Trimble explained there is not any noise pollution or any pollution at all. 

Mr. Trimble states there should not be any negative impact to the surrounding businesses. Mr. Trimble states sells 

would be to wholesaling to builders and offer retail sells for walk customers. 

 

Mr. Thomas Rossi asked if there would be a retail display, Mr. Trimble replied yes. 

 

Mr. Rossi asked if falls into the light manufacturing and retail store. Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department, replied 

stone works brings a whole other impression. The description of stone works is what brings into play the 

prohibited use in the B-2 General Business Zoning District. 

Mr. Sims states it sounds like Mr. Trimble is not going to be sculpting stone making monuments. 

 

Mr. Trimble states that it is veneer, culture stone but is concrete. This is created for exterior surfaces such as 

retaining walls, wherever bricks could be laid this can be used in its place. 

 

Ms. Delayne Dean asked if it is the rock look alike that is placed on housing instead of actual rock, Mr. Trimble 

agrees. 
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Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department, ask Mr. Trimble approximately how much would be processed daily. Mr. 

Trimble replied less than 150 square feet a day. 

 

Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department, states that originally Mr. Trimble had spoken with Sam Brackin in the 

Building Department and stone work was brought into the conversation and that leads has a different meaning for 

the B-2 zoning district. Mr. Sims states from the description of the work to be performed there should not be any 

impact on the surroundings. 

 

Mr. Sims, Building Department, states rezoning the property to a M-1 or a M-2 Business Zoning District probably 

would be more advantageous for when the business begins to expand, Mr. Trimble agrees. Mr. Trimble wants a 

waiver to start the business at this time and then proceed with having the property re-zoned. 

 

Mr. Steven Thomas asked Mr. Trimble what size delivery truck will be used to get the product to the builders. Mr. 

Trimble assured Mr. Thomas that the product is veneer and the product will be sent out on pallets and will not need 

any large delivery trucks. Mr. Trimble states that there will not be any assembly taken place here in this building. 

Mr. Trimble states that no forklifts will be used only pallet jacks. 

 

Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department, reiterates for the Board that the property would benefit re-zoning for the 

future growth of the business. Mr. Trimble is in agreement with this assement. 

 

Mr. Collis Stevenson asked about the weight of the product. Mr. Trimble states that the product would not be 

measured by weight but by square feet, Mr. Stevenson understood. 

 

Mr. Thomas Rossi motioned to approve this case as submitted. Ms. Delayne Dean seconded the motion. On a roll-

call vote the motion carried. 

 

 

CASE NO. 11 

 

Application and appeal of Donna Green for an administrative decision from Section 25-13 in order to convert a 

residence back to a multi-family use at 1052 East Moulton Street, property is located in a B-2 General Business 

Zoning District. 

 

1. Change to another nonconforming use. 

2. Re-establish after discontinuance for one year. 

 

Ms. Donna Green presented this case to the Board. Ms. Green stated her name was Donna Green and her address is 

225 Old Somerville Rd.  Ms. Green stated the property she owns at 1052 East Moulton Street, which is currently 

zoned as a B-2 General Business District and being used as a single family home, be allowed to return back into a 

duplex.  

 

Ms. Green states the property was originally zoned R-4. Ms. Green stated that sometime in the 1980’s the property 

was converted into an R-3 zoning district. Ms. Green explains that there are several multi-family housing units 

located in this neighborhood at the present time. Ms. Green states that there were several hardships that kept her 

from closing on the property as quickly as she would have liked too. Therefore, she now has to appeal to the Board 

of Zoning for a variance to allow the property to return to a multi-family use. 
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Chairman, Charles Taylor asked Ms. Green if the property had been used as a single family home. Ms. Green 

stated that the property has not ever been used as a single family use. 

 

Chairman, Charles Taylor asked why only one meter was located on the property.  

Ms. Green explained to the Board that she could not answer why there was only one meter at the home. Ms. Green 

stated that there are two separate breaker boxes in the units. Ms. Green explained that she requested to add another 

meter and that is the reason all of this has come to light. 

 

Mr. Steven Thomas asked Ms. Green if the house is designed as a single family home. Ms. Green stated no it was 

designed as a two family home.  

 

Ms. Delayne Dean asked Ms. Green if she were to turn the home into a single family use would she have to a lot 

more construction, Ms. Green stated yes there is not any access between the two units.  

 

Ms. Delayne Dean asked if the front porch was the only common area for the property, Ms. Green stated yes.  

 

Ms. Green stated that most of the homes in that area were multi-family and in her opinion a single family home in 

that area would not work well. 

 

There was discussion that it was believed that the property had been converted into a single family use because 

only one meter located on the property. Ms. Green stated she understood that assumption but that was not the case. 

 

Chairman, Charles Taylor asked Ms. Green why she isn’t asking for the property to be zoned back to an R-4 

Multifamily Residential District. Ms. Green replied she was advised to come before the Board of Zoning and 

Adjustments so she could make the improvements on the property more quickly. Ms. Green stated she has tenants 

ready to move in once the improvements are completed. Ms. Green feels that the neighborhood should all be 

rezoned back to an R-4 status and doesn’t understand why it ever went to an R-3 status. 

 

Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department, stated that rezoning that area to an R-3 status was an effort to kick start new 

building in that area. 

 

Ms. Karen Smith, Planning Department, stated that originally the area was single family residential. In the 1958 

Zoning Ordinance historical records show that in the late 1960’s early 1970’s the whole neighborhood was rezoned 

R-4 so adaptively the Victorian homes could be reused. Historical records show that in the late 1970’s and early 

1980’s the property owners came to the planning department requesting that the properties be re-zoned to an R-3 

status to try and revitalize the area and the historical district was to be the end goal for the neighborhood. 

One block on Moulton Street chose not to go into the historic district based on the property ownership. However, 

the property owners were involved in the request to go R-3.  

 

Ms. Karen Smith, Planning Department, advised Ms. Green that she should apply to re-zone to R-4 and then get a 

permitted use rather than granting a use variance which may have a negative effect on the neighborhood. 

 

Ms. Green states she doesn’t mind rezoning, however it will cause her an additional hardship by adding on several 

more months before she could do any improvements to the property. 

 

Chairman, Charles Taylor asked for any further questions. 

 

Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department, had no further comments. 
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Mrs. Karen Smith, Planning Department, recommended the property be rezoned to R-4. Ms. Smith stated she does 

have a problem recommending approval for the use variance. Ms. Smith feels Ms. Green needs to go through the 

process of doing the rezoning as it is established in the Code of Decatur. The process involves a public hearing in 

front of the Planning Commission and then the city council and would take approximately 90 days. 

 

Mr. Thomas Rossi asked Ms. Green if a condition were added to the motion that the property be rezoned to R-4 so 

there would not be a wait is that something you would open to doing. Ms. Green responded yes she would because 

she felt the property should be zoned R4. 

 

Mrs. Karen Smith, Planning Department, stated she had concerns with this approach. Mrs. Smith stated that once 

this path has begun it is a moot point.  

 

Chairman, Charles Taylor stated that once a variance is granted then that variance stays with the property, 

regardless. 

 

Mrs. Karen Smith, Planning Department, stated ideally when something is out of compliance it is brought back 

into compliance and that is the reason the rezoning is needed. 

 

Mr. Thomas Rossi stated he was trying to come up with a solution Ms. Green could go ahead and move forward 

without waiting 90 days. 

 

Mrs. Karen Smith, Planning Department, understood Mr. Rossi’s concerns but there is a process that needs to be 

gone through to allow the use in this location that involves 2 public hearing giving the neighbors a chance to voice 

their thoughts and concerns. 

 

Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department, states that both sides of the argument is justifiable and there needs to be a 

middle ground met because: 

 

1) The house is a duplex and there are other duplexes and triplexes in this neighborhood and has lost its 

grandfather-ship but the properties are still duplexes or triplexes. 

2) The cost to convert this house into a single family home to make it useable. 

3) The neighborhood wanted this to be R3 single family and not a multifamily. 

 

Mr. Chip Alexander, Legal Department, advised the Board that the ruling could not include conditions. Mr. 

Alexander advised the Board their decision needed to be either based on the Planning Departments 

recommendations or on the Building Departments recommendations. 

 

Mr. Steven Thomas reiterated that the hardships was that Ms. Green was unable to make the improvements on the 

property which caused her to have to come in front of this Board. 

 

Mr. Thomas Rossi motioned to approve this case as submitted. Mr. Steven Thomas seconded the motion. On a 

roll-call vote the motion carried. 

 

CASE NO. 12  
 

Application and appeal of Carey Wiggins for a use permitted on appeal as allowed in Section 25-11 and as defined 

in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning Ordinance to have an automobile repair shop located at 1005 

West Moulton Street, property is located in a B-2 General Business Zoning District. 
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Mr. Carey Wiggins presented this case to the Board. Mr. Wiggins stated his name was Carey Wiggins and his 

address is 1612 West Moulton St. Mr. Wiggins stated he would like to convert 1005 West Moulton St into an auto 

repair shop. Mr. Wiggins stated in the past the property was an auto repair shop.  

 

Mr. Steven Thomas asked Mr. Wiggins where the client’s vehicles would be parked.  

 

Mr. Wiggins stated he owns the lots located directly behind this property and he is going to try and have the lots 

consolidated into one lot so there will be more room. However, at this time he feels like there will be enough room. 

He states there is enough room for 5-6 cars to be parked on the front side of the building still leaving enough room 

for cars to go in and out of the parking lot. Mr. Wiggins states that inside of the shop there is room for 

approximately 6-7 cars. 

 

Mr. Steven Thomas stated to Mr. Wiggins that the property was not to turn into a junk yard. Mr. Wiggins agreed 

and assured Mr. Thomas that it would not turn into a junk yard. 

 

Mr. Wiggins it is his understanding the renters that will be renting the building should not have many if any cars 

parked there over night at all. He understands that only small maintenance type jobs are going to be performed at 

this shop. 

 

Ms. Delayne Dean reiterates no cars would be kept out in front of the building overnight and that there will not be 

any repairs performed in front of the building. Mr. Wiggins reassures her that is correct. 

 

Chairman Charles Taylor called for any further questions. 

 

Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department, told Mr. Wiggins that some type of screening/fence would be needed to hide 

the cars that would need to be parked in back hidden from view as they are waiting on being repaired. Mr. Wiggins 

understood. 

 

Mr. Steven Thomas asked Mr. Wiggins how the stipulations will be enforced.  

 

Mr. Wiggins assure Mr. Thomas that the conditions will be written into the lease agreement and will be upheld by 

the tenants and if they do not meet these conditions the lease will be terminated. 

 

Mrs. Karen Smith, Planning Department, reiterated to Mr. Wiggins that a sight obscuring fence was absolutely 

needed especially on the Moulton street side. Mrs. Smith told Mr. Wiggins that a sight obscuring fence around the 

whole storage area would be ideal. Mrs. Smith reminded Mr. Wiggins how hard this neighborhood has worked to 

improve the area and hopes that all of the conditions will be handled appropriately. 

 

Mr. Wiggins assures Mrs. Smith that he too is a business owner in this neighborhood and intends on helping to 

continue with the improvement for the area. 

 

Mr. Steven Thomas motion to approve this case with the following conditions: 

 

1) A sight obscuring fence shall be place around the storage area in the back of the property as well as a 

sight obscuring fence on the Moulton Street side of the building. 

2) No work is to be performed on the outside of the building. 

3) There will not be any overnight parking of vehicles in the front or sides of the building. 

 

Mr. Thomas Rossi seconded the motion. On a roll-call vote the motion carried. 
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CASE NO. 1-TABLED FROM NOVEMBER 2019 

 

Application and appeal of Taylor Jones for an administrative decision from Section 25-76 (p) to keep an off 

premises sign at 110 6th Av NE, property is located in a M-1 Light Industrial Zoning District. 

 

This case was called again. When no one came forward to present this case to the Board the Board voted on the 

case as it was present during the month on November 2019.  

 

Ms. Delayne Dean motioned to approve this case as submitted. Mr. Collis Stevenson seconded the motion. On a 

roll-call vote the motion FAILED to pass. 

 

 

Chairman, Charles Taylor recognized it was the start of a new year it was time to appoint new chair and vice chair 

for the board for the year 2020. 

 

Mr. Steven Thomas nominated Ms. Delayne Dean as Chairwoman this carried unanimously. 

 

Ms. Delayne Dean nominated Mr. Thomas Rossi and Vice Chairman this carried unanimously. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 5:40 p.m. 

 

__________________________________ 

Charles Taylor, Chairman 
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AGENDA FEBRUARY 2020 
 

The Board of Zoning Adjustment of the City of Decatur will hold a public meeting in the COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

ON THE FIRST FLOOR OF City Hall, 402 Lee Street NE, on Tuesday, February 25 at 4:00 p.m. for the purpose 

of hearing the following applications and appeals at which time all interested parties are requested to the be present 

and will be given an opportunity to be heard.  

 

CASE NO. 1 

  

Application and appeal of Rachel and Ben Landers for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as allowed in 

Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning Ordinance to have an 

administrative office for a public relations business located at 4515 Day Rd. SW, property is located in a AG-1 

Agricultural Zoning District. 

 

CASE NO. 2 

  

Application and appeal of Kathy Sherrill for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as allowed in Section 25-

10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning Ordinance to have an administrative office 

for a mobile dog grooming business located at 805 9th Ave. SE, property is located in a R-3 Single-Family Zoning 

District. 

 

CASE NO. 3 

  

Application and appeal of Justin Hall for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as allowed in Section 25-10 

and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning Ordinance to have an administrative office for 

an interior design business located at 213 Cherry St NE, property is located in a R-3H Single-Family Historical 

Zoning District. 

 

CASE NO. 4 

  

Application and appeal of Lakeshia Baker for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as allowed in Section 

25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning Ordinance to have an administrative 

office for a mobile medical uniform sales business located at 604 Holland Dr. SW, property is located in a R-2 

Single-Family Residential Zoning District. 

 

CASE NO. 5 

  

Application and appeal of Allison Akins for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as allowed in Section 25-

10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning Ordinance to have an administrative office 

for a law practice located at 1905 Weatherly Cr. SW, property is located in a R-2 Single-Family Residential 

Zoning District. 
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CASE NO. 6 

  

Application and appeal of David Haywood for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as allowed in Section 

25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning Ordinance to have an administrative 

office for a plumbing business located at 2319 Anderson Dr. SW, property is located in a R-2 Single-Family 

Zoning District. 

 

CASE NO. 7 

  

Application and appeal of Francisco Fuentes for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as allowed in Section 

25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning Ordinance to have an administrative 

office for a floor installation business located at 1427 Danville Rd. SW, property is located in a R-3 Single-Family 

Zoning District. 

 

CASE NO. 8 

  

Application and appeal of Melad Mansour for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as allowed in Section 

25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning Ordinance to have an administrative 

office for a photography business located at 1820 East Brownstone Ct. SW, property is located in a R-6 Single-

Family Semi-Attached Zoning District. 

 

CASE NO. 9 

  

Application and appeal of Tony Tippett for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as allowed in Section 25-

10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning Ordinance to have an administrative office 

for a painting business located at 628 Longbow Dr. SW, property is located in a R-2 Single-Family Zoning 

District. 

 

CASE NO. 10 

  

Application and appeal of Decatur Mall, Hull Property Group seeking the following variances in order to install a 

business center sign located at 1801 Beltline Rd. SW property is located in a B-4 Regional Shopping Business 

District. 

 
A. 17’ setback variance from Section 25-78 (d). 
B. 11’ height variance from Section 25-76 (a)(2). 
C. 3 Squared area variance from Section 25-77 (d)(4). 

 

CASE NO. 11 

 

Application and appeal of Natasha McCrary dba 1818 Farms LLC, for determination as a use permitted on appeal 

as allowed in Section 25-113 in order to have a temporary business to sell cut flowers and plants at 502 and504 

Bank St. N.E., property located in a B-5 Central Business Zoning District. 
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CASE NO. 1 4515 DAY RD. SW 
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CASE NO. 2 805 4TH AV. SE 
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CASE NO. 3 213 CHERRY ST NE 
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CASE NO. 4 604 HOLLAND DR. SW 



 

28 

 

 
 

 

QUESTIONNAIRE 



 

29 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MAP 

a

a

a

a

aa

a

a

a

701

601605 505701705 703 603

807

809

805

502
702704802 706901

804806

808

705 703707
701

709711

702708712
308710 402

706
304404 306

601603

605

607

303305401604
701

703
608

705

308 306310404406 402

801
803

609
602 307403

612707
628

626 614709 706

309 305307401403405407616624
710

713 712 618622

620
308404 402 306310406

714715 408

503 501507601 505605 603705711 703707709803 801
805

807

809

506510 502504508
716 706

711

1603

1601

1607

1605

16031702
1612

1604
16091601

1602 1610

16081433 14321434

1432

1432 1431 1606
1430

1429
14301431

1430 16041429

1427 14281429 14281428 1602

1427 1423

1421
1422 1420

1420 1419 1418

14171418
1416

14151416

14131413
1414

1412
14111411

1412

1409 1410 1409

1408 1407
1416

14051405

1404
14031403

1310
1307

1407

5
T

H
 A

V
 S

W

6
T

H
 A

V
 S

W

ELEANOR DR SW

WESTWOOD DR SW

V
E

R
N

O
N

 S
T

 S
W

HOLLAND DR SW

ALBERT ST SW

4
T

H
 A

V
 S

W

7
T

H
 A

V
 S

W

BEARD ST SW

D
A

N
V

IL
L

E
 R

D
 S

W

BROOKHAVEN ST SW

H
O

L
L

A
N

D
C

T
S

W

8
T

H
 A

V
 S

W

LOCATION OF CASE NO. 4

Case No. 4
604 Holland Dr. SW ®

City of Decatur
Board of Zoning Adjustment

Rebruary 25, 2020

Legend

a HOME OCCUPATIONS

parcels
SENT MAILINGS TO



 

30 

 

 
 

 

CASE NO. 5 1905 WEATHERLY CR. SW 
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CASE NO. 6 2319 ANDERSON DR. SW 
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CASE NO. 7 1427 DANVILLE RD. SW 
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CASE NO. 8 1820 EAST BROWNSTONE CT SW 
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Case No. 8
1820 East Brownstone Ct. SW ®
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CASE NO. 9 628 LONGBOW DR SW 
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CASE NO. 10 1801 BELTLINE RD SW 
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CASE NO. 11 502 & 504 BANK ST NE 
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