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Minutes August 2018 

 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Chairman, Charles Taylor, Mr. Collis Stevenson, Mr. Thomas Rossi, Mr. Forrest 

Temple and Ms. Delayne Dean 

 

SUPERNUMERARIES:  None  

   

OTHERS PRESENT:   Mr. Wally Terry, Director 

         é..and Custodian of Records 

         Mr. Herman Marks, City Attorney 

         Mr. Chip Alexander, Legal Department 

         Mrs. Karen Smith, Planner 

         Mr. Bob Sims, Building Inspector 

         Mrs. Nancy Whiteside, Recorder 

 

Chairman, Charles Taylor called the meeting to order at 4:15 p.m. in the Council Chambers at City Hall.  Mr. Bob 

Sims called the roll.   

 

Mr. Collis Stevenson motioned to approve the minutes of the July meeting as printed.  Mr. Thomas Rossi 

seconded the motion.  On a voice vote, the motion carried. 

 

Mr. Charles Taylor recognized that former Chairman, Larry Waye has resigned his position on the Board and in 

doing so Mr. Taylor, as Vice-Chairman, has moved up to Chairman. This leaves the position of Vice Chairman 

open and needs to be filled and asked for any nominations. Mr. Thomas Rossi nominated Mr. Forrest Temple and 

Mr. Collis Stevenson seconded the motion. Mr. Forrest Temple accepted the nomination. Ms. Delayne Dean now 

sits on the Board as a regular Board member. 

 

Point of Information:  The rules and regulations of a home occupation were explained to each applicant 

requesting a home occupation. Each applicant stated they understood the rules and regulations. 

 

The Board considered the following applications and appeals. 

 

CASE NO 1 

 

Application and appeal of Robert Griffin for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as allowed in Section 25-

10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning Ordinance to have an internet based on 

line consulting service located at 2719 Longfellow Dr. SW, property located in a R-2 Residential Single Family 

Zoning District. 

 

Mr. Griffin presented this case to the Board. Mr. Griffin stated he would like to have a business license to run a 

consulting business out of his home. 

 

Chairman, Charles Taylor states that an on-line consulting service is a use permitted on appeal and confirms that 

Mr. Griffin wants to run his on-line consulting service from his home. 

 

Mr. Griffin confirms that is correct. 

 

Chairman, Charles Taylor asked for any questions from the Board. 
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Mr. Forrest Temple verified from Mr. Griffin that he did not have any employees. 

 

Mr. Griffin stated that was correct. 

 

Mr. Forrest Temple reminded Mr. Griffin if he does acquire any employees that they could not report to his home. 

 

 Mr. Griffin stated he did not foresee having any employees. 

 

Mr. Thomas Rossi reminded Mr. Griffin that no clients could go to his home. 

 

 Mr. Griffin understood and stated that all of his business would be conducted on-line. 

 

Chairman, Charles Taylor asked for comments from the public. 

 

Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department, had no comment. 

 

Mrs. Karen Smith, Planning Department, recommended for approval. 

 

Mr. Thomas Rossi motioned to approve this case as submitted. Mr. Collis Stevenson seconded the motion. On a 

roll-call vote the motion carried. 

 

CASE NO 2 

 

Application and appeal of Randall Helms for a 1 foot 8 inch rear yard setback variance from Section 25-

10.10(2)(d) at 1014 Worton Grange. The property is located in a R-3 Single-Family Residential Zoning District. 

 

Mr. Randall Helms of 786 County Rd 214, Moulton Al. presented this case to the Board. Mr. Helms stated that a 

misunderstanding between him and the draftsman resulted in laying block for the back porch at this new home to 

go over the rear yard setback by 1.8 feet. So, in order to save having to relay the block a rear yard setback was 

being requested. 

 

Chairman, Charles Taylor asked for questions from the Board. 

 

Mr. Forrest Temple asked if the block had any framing on it at this time. 

 

Mr. Helms stated no framing has gone up yet however, the slab had been poured. He was waiting for the 

determination of the hearing before moving forward. 

 

Chairman, Charles Taylor asked for comments from the public. 

 

Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department, had no comment. 

 

Mrs. Karen Smith, Planning Department, had no comment. 

 

Mr. Thomas Rossi motioned to approve this case as submitted. Mr. Forrest Temple seconded the motion. On a roll-

call vote the motion carried. 
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CASE NO 3 

 

Application and appeal of Gordon and Barbara Dunn for the following setbacks at 702 Appaloosa Ln SW (Lot 35), 

property located in a R-2 Single-Family Zoning Residential District. 

 

A) 8 foot front yard setback variance from Section 25-10.9 (2)(c).  

B) 10 foot rear yard setback variance from Section 25-10.9 (2)(d). 

 

Mr. and Mrs. Dunn presented this case to the Board. Mr. Dunn stated he needed a variance to build a new house on 

this lot which is of odd shape. And, that the size requirement for the homes in this neighborhood makes it hard to 

fit a house on this particular lot. 

 

Chairman, Charles Taylor asked for questions from the Board. 

 

Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department had no comment. 

 

Mrs. Karen Smith, Planning Department, had no comment. 

 

Mr. Collis Stevenson motioned to approve this case as submitted. Mr. Thomas Rossi seconded the motion. On a 

roll-call vote the motion carried. 

 

CASE NO 4 

 

Application and appeal of Karen D. Elliott for a 4 foot 3 inch front yard variance from Section 25-11 in order to 

keep the attached canopy for a day care center, located at 1926 Old Moulton Rd SW, property located in a B-1 

Local Shopping Business District. 

 

Ms. Karen Elliott presented this case to the Board. Ms. Elliott stated she would like to have a canopy over the 

doorway at her business. 

 

Chairman, Charles Taylor stated that the Board had looked at the attachments and asked if there were any 

questions from the Board or the public. 

 

Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department, had no comment. 

 

Mrs. Karen Smith, Planning Department, had no comment. 

 

Mr. Collis Stevenson motioned to approve this case as submitted. Mr. Thomas Rossi seconded the motion. On a 

roll-call vote the motion carried. 

 

CASE NO 5 

 

Application and appeal of Juan Delgado for a 4 foot 6 inch side yard set-back variance from Section 25-10.10(2) 

(e) in order to rebuild a carport at 1307 16
th
 Av SE, property located in a R-3 Single-Family Zoning Residential 

District. 
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Mr. Juan Delgado and Mr. Ramon Delgado presented this case to the Board. Mr. Ramon Delgado was the 

representative for Mr. Juan Delgado. Mr. Ramon Delgado stated the existing carport needed to be replaced and 

when it was tore down and put back up exactly like it was it was discovered the carport was over the property 

lines. 

 

Chairman, Charles Taylor asked for questions from the Board. 

 

Mr. Forrest Temple asked if he had any drawings. 

 

Mr. Ramon Delgado stated they did not have any drawings but they did have a picture. The picture was presented 

to the Board. 

 

Mr. Ramon Delgado stated the neighbors were asked if this was OK to replace the carport exactly like it was, he 

stated the neighbors did not have a problem with the rebuilding of the carport. 

 

Chairman, Charles Taylor stated that the neighbors were notified by letter and no one has come forward with any 

type of complaint. 

 

Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department, had no comment. 

 

Mrs. Karen Smith, Planning Department, had no comment. 

 

Mr. Forrest Temple motioned to approve this case as submitted. Ms. Delayne Dean seconded the motion. On a 

roll-call vote the motion carried. 

 

CASE NO 6 

 

Application and appeal of Billy and Erica Allen for a use permitted on appeal from Section 25-11 to operate a 

restaurant at 701 Sycamore St NW, property is located in a B-1 Local Shopping Business District. 

 

Mrs. Erica Allen and her son Eric Allen presented this case to the Board. Mrs. Allen stated that she and her 

husband would like to open a restaurant at 701 Sycamore St NW and needed that area to be rezoned. 

Chairman, Charles Taylor stated that a restaurant is permitted in a B-1 zoning district with approval or permitted 

on appeal. 

 

Chairman, Charles Taylor asked for questions from the Board. 

 

Mr. Forrest Temple asked if alcohol would be served. Mrs. Allen stated she was unsure at this time however, if it 

was permitted they may offer beer and wine at a later date. 

 

Mr. Herman Marks, Legal Department, stated he did not believe that area was zoned for selling alcohol. 

 

Mrs. Allen stated she was fine with that all she was applying for was for a restaurant. 

 

Mr. Collis Stevenson asked about parking. Mrs. Allen stated that parking would be available on the side and the 

back of the building and also, along the street. 
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Mr. Forrest Temple stated that a variance may be needed if there was not enough room for parking spaces. Mr. 

Bob Sims, Building Department stated that the requirement for parking was 1 space for every 75 square feet of 

gross floor area. And, reminded Mrs. Allen that when she started renovations the plans should include all of that 

information. 

 

Chairman, Charles Taylor asked if there were any more comments from the Board. 

 

Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department, had no comment. 

 

Mrs. Karen Smith, Planning Department, recommended for approval. 

 

Mr. Collis Stevenson motioned to approve this case as submitted. Mr. Thomas Rossi seconded the motion. On a 

roll-call vote the motion carried. 

 

CASE NO 7 

 

Application and appeal of Joycelyn Garner for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as allowed in Section 

25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning Ordinance to have an administrative 

office for a daycare center located at 3320 Sandlin Rd SW, property located in a R-2 Single Family Zoning 

Residential District. 

 

Ms. Joycelyn Garner presented this case to the Board. Ms. Garner stated she would like to have a day and night 

care business at her home. 

 

Mr. Chip Alexander, Legal Department, stated that the application is for an administrative office for a day care not 

an actual daycare and she would need to re-apply. 

 

Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department, explains that since the application states for a full time administrative office 

and asks if she is operating an actual daycare at 3320. 

 

Ms. Garner said yes she is running a daycare at 3320 Sandlin Rd. And, that she wants to run the business as both 

day and night, if possible. 

 

Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department, told Ms. Garner that is possible however, the application says administrative 

only so a new application would need to be filed and advertised. Ms. Garner understood. 

 

Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department, asked Ms. Garner if she wanted to pull her application and dismiss the case.  

 

Ms. Garner agreed to have the case dismissed. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 4:26 p.m. 

 

__________________________   

Chairman, Charles Taylor 
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SEPTEMBER 2018 

 

The Board of Zoning Adjustment of the City of Decatur will hold a public meeting in the COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

ON THE FIRST FLOOR OF City Hall, 402 Lee Street NE, on Tuesday, September 25, 2018 at 4:00 p.m. for the 

purpose of hearing the following applications and appeals at which time all interested parties are requested to the 

be present and will be given an opportunity to be heard.  

 

CASE NO. 1  

 

Application and appeal of Esteban Gonzalez for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as allowed in Section 

25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning Ordinance to have an administrative 

office for a painting business located at 824 4
th
 Av SE, property located in a R-4 Residential Multi-Family Zoning 

District. 

 

CASE NO. 2 

 

Application and appeal of Joel Britnell for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as allowed in Section 25-

10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning Ordinance to have an administrative office 

for a flooring installation business located at 1205 15
th
 Av SE, property located in a R-3 Residential Single-Family 

Zoning District.  

 

CASE NO. 3  

 

Application and appeal of Corina Meza for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as allowed in Section 25-

10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning Ordinance to have an administrative office 

for a painting and pressure washing business located at 1505 20
th
 Av SE, property located in a R-2 Single-Family 

Zoning District. 

 

CASE NO. 4  

 

Application and appeal of Pamela Y. Reynolds for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as allowed in 

Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning Ordinance to have an 

administrative office for a janitorial service located at 1003 Hillside Cir. SW, property located in a R-2 Single-

Family Zoning District. 

 

CASE NO. 5 

  

Application and appeal of Shirley Harden for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as allowed in Section 

25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning Ordinance to have an administrative 

office as an independent elder care giver located at 2414 Kelly Av SW, property located in a R-4 Multi-Family 

Residential Zoning District. 

 

CASE NO. 6 

 

Application and appeal of Elizabeth Britt for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as allowed in Section 

25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning Ordinance to have an administrative 

office as a style consultant located at 2816 Dorchester Dr. SE, property located in the PDR-6 Planned Residential 

Development Zoning District. 
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CASE NO. 7 

 

Application and appeal of Jodi Suggs for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as allowed in Section 25-10 

and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning Ordinance to have an administrative office for 

an on-line monogramming business located at 4204 Horseshoe Bend SE, property located in a R-1 Single-Family 

Residential Zoning District. 

 

CASE NO. 8 

 

Application and appeal of Edwin Nichols for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as allowed in Section 

25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning Ordinance to have an administrative 

office for a consulting business located at 2203 Fleetwood Dr. SE, property located in a R-1 Single-Family 

Residential Zoning District. 

 

CASE NO. 9 

 

Application and appeal of Elizabeth Chandler for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as allowed in 

Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning Ordinance to have an 

administrative office for a locksmith business, River City Lock and Key, located at 2005 Morgan Av. SW Apt 1, 

property located in a R-4 Multi-Family Residential Zoning District. 

 

CASE NO. 10 

 

Application and appeal of Anitra Burgess for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as allowed in Section 

25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning Ordinance to have an administrative 

office for a cleaning service located at 1420 Smith Av. SW Apt D, property located in a R-4 Multi-Family 

Residential Zoning District. 

 

CASE NO. 11 

 

Application and appeal of Jonathan Young for anappeal on an administrative decision of the Building official to  

conduct a non-conforming use for an auto repair business, located at 1010 6
th
 Av. SE, property located in a RD-2 

Redevelopment Zoning District. 

 

CASE NO. 12 

 

Application and appeal of J & M Signs for a 21 foot setback variance from Section 25-78(d) of the Zoning 

Ordinance, from Carridale St. SW and Morgan Av. SW, in order to install 14.8 foot tall 46square foot sign at 1309 

Carridale St. SW, property is located in a B-1 Local Shopping Business District. 

 

CASE NO. 13 

 

Application and appeal of Douglas Clark for the following variances at 2108 Duncansby Dr. SW in order to 

construct an accessory structure in the side and rear yards, property is located in a R-2 Residential Single-Family 

Zoning District. 

A) Too allow the placement of an accessory structure in the side yard not in the rear yard from 

Section 25-2(a). 

B)  A 3 foot side yard setback variance from Section 25-10(2)( e) (2). 
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