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         MINUTES APRIL 2018 

 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:   Chairman, Larry Waye, Mr. Charles Taylor and Mr. Thomas Rossi     

 

SUPERNUMERARIES: Ms. Delayne Dean 

        Mrs. Sally Jo Green 

     

 

OTHERS PRESENT:  Mr. Wally Terry, Director 

        …..and Custodian of Records 

        Mr. Herman Marks, City Attorney 

        Mr. Chip Alexander, Assistant City Attorney 

        Mrs. Karen Smith, Planner 

        Mr. Bob Sims, Building Inspector 

        Mrs. Nancy Whiteside, Recorder 

 

Chairman, Larry Waye called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at City 

Hall.  Mr. Bob Sims called the roll.   

 

Mr. Charles Taylor motioned to approve the minutes of the March meeting as printed.  Mrs. 

Sally Jo Green seconded the motion.  On a voice vote, the motion carried. 

 

The Board considered the following applications and appeals. 

 

Point of Information: The rules and regulations of a home occupation were explained to each 

applicant requesting a home occupation. Each applicant stated they understood the rules and 

regulations. 

 

CASE NO. 1 

 

Application and appeal of Myrtha Engram and David Donald for a determination as a use 

permitted on appeal as allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and 

adopted, of the Zoning Ordinance to have an administrative office for a janitorial service located 

at 107 Ash Ct. NE, property located in a R-3, Single-Family Residential Zoning District. 

 

Ms. Engram and Mr.Donald presented this case to the Board. Ms. Engram stated she would like 

to have an administration office her janitorial service. 

 

Chairman, Larry Waye asked how Mr. Donald related in this business. Ms. Engram stated he 

was her brother and co-worker. She stated that he did not live at the Ash Ct. residence. Ms. 

Engram stated she would be the only one doing the administrated work from the home. 

 



Chairman, Larry Waye verified with Mr. Donald he did not live at the Ash Ct. residence. Mr. 

Donald confirmed that was correct. 

Chairman, Larry Waye asked if the business was a partnership or LLC. Ms. Engram stated she 

wanted to obtain a LLC. Chairman, Larry Waye explained as the ordinance is written; it is for a 

single person business not multi-person or LLC’s. He went on to explain what would be needed 

to obtain the LLC.  

 

Chairman, Larry Waye asked Ms. Engram and Mr. Donald if they would agree to take Mr. 

Donald’s name off of the application. In doing so the conformity of the ordinance would be met 

and then the Board could make a ruling on the request.  

 

Chairman, Larry Waye referred to legal counsel asking if he was correct with explanation. 

 

 Mr. Alexander agreed with the explanation. 

 

 Both Ms. Engram and Mr. Donald agreed to take Mr. Donald’s name off the application. 

 

Mr. Donald amended the application. 

 

Chairman, Larry Waye explained to Ms. Engram that Mr. Donald could not come to her home as 

an employee nor could anyone come to her home as an employee, Ms. Engram stated she 

understood. 

 

Chairman, Larry Waye asked for any other questions from the Board or the public. 

 

Mr. Sims, Building Department stated no comment. 

 

Mrs. Smith, Planning Department recommended for approval. 

 

Mr. Charles Taylor motioned to approve this case. Mr. Thomas Rossi seconded the motion. On a 

roll-call vote, the motion carried. 

 

CASE NO 2 

 

Application and appeal of Sumer Blaxton for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as 

allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning 

Ordinance to have an administrative office for a house cleaning business located at 1215 

Terrehaute Av. SW, property located in a R-2, Single-Family Residential Zoning District. 

 

Ms. Blaxton presented this case to the Board. Ms. Blaxton stated she would like to have an 

administrative office in her home for her cleaning business. 

 

Mr. Taylor asked if there would be any employees. Ms. Blaxton stated there would not be any 

employees. 

 



Chairman, Larry Waye explained the neighborhood cannot know she has a business operating at 

of the home, Ms. Blaxton stated she understood. 

Chairman, Larry Waye asked if there were any other question from the Board or any questions 

from the public. 

 

Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department, had no comment. 

 

Mrs. Karen Smith, Planning Department, recommended for approval. 

 

Mrs. Sally Jo Green motioned to approve this case as submitted. Ms. Delayne Dean seconded the 

motion. On a roll-call vote, the motion carried. 

 

CASE NO 3 

 

Application and appeal of Tiara Johnson for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as 

allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning 

Ordinance to have an administrative office for a janitorial services located at 702 Fremont St. 

SW, property located in a R-2, Single-Family Residential Zoning District. 

 

Ms. Johnson presented this case to the Board. Ms. Johnson stated she would like to have an 

administrative office for a janitorial business. 

 

Mr. Charles Taylor asked about the Check Mark name listed on the application. Ms. Johnson 

stated that was the name of her LLC. 

 

Ms. Delayne Dean asked if the property owner was aware that she was going to operate the 

business from the home. Ms. Johnson stated yes she was aware. 

 

Chairman, Larry Waye stated no employees could come to the home and asked if there were any 

other questions from the Board or the public. 

 

Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department, had no comment. 

 

Mrs. Karen Smith, Planning Department asked about the equipment she would be using and 

recommended for approval. 

 

Mr. Thomas Rossi motioned to approve this case as submitted. Mrs. Sally Jo Green seconded the 

motion. On a roll-call vote, the motion carried. 

 

CASE NO 4 

 

Application and appeal of Keith Paradise for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as 

allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning 

Ordinance to have an administrative office for apartment rentals located at 2303 Pennylane SE, 

property located in a R-1, Single-Family Residential Zoning District. 

 



Mr. Paradise presented this case to the Board. Mr. Paradise stated he would like to have an 

administrative office at his home for his apartment rentals. 

Mr. Charles Taylor asked if any customer would be coming to the home. Mr. Paradise stated no 

customers would come to the home. 

 

Chairman, Larry Waye asked for any other questions from the Board or the public. 

Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department, had no comment. 

 

Mrs. Karen Smith, Planning Department, recommended approval. 

 

Chairman, Larry Waye verified no employees would be coming to the home. 

 

Mr. Charles Taylor motioned to approve this case as submitted. Mrs. Sally Jo Green seconded 

the motion. On a roll-call vote, the motion carried. 

 

CASE NO 5 

 

Application and appeal of Mireyda Villalobos for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as 

allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning 

Ordinance to have an administrative office for a landscape business located at 1713 Iris St. SW, 

property located in a R-2, Single-Family Residential Zoning District. 

 

Ms. Villalobos presented this case to the Board. Ms. Villalobos stated she would like to have an 

administrative office for her landscape business. 

 

Mr. Charles Taylor asked about employees and reminded Ms. Villalobos that there could not be 

any employees coming to her home. Mr. Taylor also asked about the inventory and Ms. 

Villalobos stated that there would not be any inventory stored at her home. 

 

Chairman, Larry Waye reminded Ms. Villalobos that no employees could go to the home and 

that the neighbors should not be able to tell that a business is being operated out of the home. 

Chairman, Larry Waye also told Ms. Villalobos that the only advertising allowed on the vehicles 

was the business name, phone number and/or web-site. Ms. Villalobos stated she understood. 

 

Chairman, Larry Waye asked Ms. Villalobos about marking the first question on the 

questionnaire as no instead of yes. He explained that the question is misunderstood often and 

asked her to amend the questionnaire which she did. 

 

Chairman, Larry Waye asked for questions from the Board or the public. 

 

Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department, had no comment. 

 

Mrs. Karen Smith, Planning Department, asked if any heavy equipment was owned by the 

company. Ms. Villalobos stated no that if needed that type of equipment would be rented. Mrs. 

Smith recommended for approval. 

 



Ms. Delayne Dean motioned to approve this case as submitted. Mr. Charles Taylor seconded the 

motion. On a roll-call vote the motion carried. 

 

CASE NO 6 

 

Application and appeal of Omega Swoopes for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as 

allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning 

Ordinance to have an administrative office for a cleaning service located at 830 Longbow Dr. 

SW, property located in a R-2, Single-Family Residential Zoning District. 

 

This case was moved to the end of the docket because no one came forward when the case was 

called. 

 

CASE NO 7 

 

Application and appeal of Detrus Dobbins for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as 

allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning 

Ordinance to have an administrative office for a mobile car wash business located at 3810 

Pinedale Rd. SW, property located in a,  R-M-H Single-Family Manufactured Housing Zoning 

District. 

 

Mr. Dobbins presented this case to the Board. Mr. Dobbins stated he would like to have an 

administrative office for his mobile car was business. 

 

Chairman, Larry Waye asked if there were any questions from the Board. 

 

Mr. Charles Taylor asked about the vehicles that would be used and about the advertising. Mr. 

Dobbins stated no address was on the vehicle and showed a copy of the logo to the Board. Mr. 

Dobbins stated that he did not have any employees. 

 

Chairman, Larry Waye asked if there were any other questions from the Board or the public. 

 

Mrs. Karen Smith, Planning Department, asked where the vehicle would be stored. Mr. Dobbins 

stated that the van would be kept in his garage. Mrs. Smith recommended for approval. 

 

Mr. Thomas Rossi motioned to approve this case as submitted. Ms. Delayne Dean seconded the 

motion. On a roll-call vote the motion carried. 

 

CASE NO 8 

 

Application and appeal of Aneesah Saafiyah for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as 

allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning 

Ordinance to have an administrative office for a freelance makeup artist located at 600 

Cantebury Av SW, property located in a R-2, Single-Family Residential Zoning District. 

 



Ms. Saafiyah presented this case to the Board. Ms. Saafiyah stated she would like to have an 

administrative office for her traveling freelance makeup artist service. She has no employees and 

stores her supplies in her vehicle. 

Mr. Charles Taylor asked if any customers would come to the home, Ms. Saafiyah stated there 

would not be any customers coming to her home. 

 

Chairman, Larry Waye asked for comments from the public. 

 

Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department, had no comment. 

 

Mrs. Karen Smith, Planning Department, asked if the make-up artistry was for theatrical or 

special occasion purposes. Ms. Saafiyah stated it was for special occasions or everyday events, 

no type of theatrical services were performed. Mrs. Smith recommended for approval. 

 

Mrs. Sally Jo Green motioned to approve this case as submitted. Mr. Thomas Rossi seconded the 

motion. On a roll-call vote the motion carried. 

 

 CASE NO 9 

 

Application and appeal of Lee Taylor for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as allowed 

in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning Ordinance 

to have an administrative office to sell dirt located at 2008 Katie Dr. SW, property located in a 

R-2, Single-Family Residential Zoning District. 

 

Mr. Taylor presented this case to the Board. Mr. Taylor he was requesting an administrative 

office to sell dirt off of his property located in the police jurisdiction. Mr. Taylor will not have 

any heavy equipment located at his home address and he does not have any employees. 

 

Chairman, Larry Waye asked if there were any questions from the Board or from the public. 

 

Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department, had no comment. 

 

Mrs. Karen Smith, Planning Department, recommended approval. 

 

Mrs. Sally Jo Green motioned to approve this case as submitted. Mr. Thomas Rossi seconded the 

motion. On a roll-call vote the motion carried. 

 

CASE NO 10 

 

Application and appeal of Dewayne Eddy to Section 25-80(d) of the Zoning Ordinance in order 

to replace a non-conforming sign with a sign that is 6 foot tall and 24 square feet at 302 1st Av. 

SE, property is located in a B-5 Business Zoning District (Central Business District). 

 

Mr. Eddy presented this case to the Board. Mr. Eddy stated he was back this month to have a 

second sign approved exactly like the sign from last month that was approved. 

 



Chairman, Larry Waye asked that the reason he was back was because last month it was only 

advertised as one sign and did not include the second sign. Mr. Eddy stated yes that was the 

reason. 

Chairman, Larry Waye asked if there were any other questions from the Board or the public. 

 

Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department recommended approval. 

 

Mrs. Karen Smith, Planning Department, had no comment. 

 

Mr. Charles Taylor motioned to approve this case as submitted. Mrs. Sally Jo Green seconded 

the motion. On a roll-call vote the motion carried. 

 

CASE NO 11 

 

Application and appeal of Jim Kelley for a 104 square foot area variance from Section 25-

77(e)(2) of the Zoning Ordinance in order to install two signs that is 204 square feet located at 

725 Beltline Rd SW Suite 1 , property located in a M-1A Expressway Commercial Zoning  

District. 

 

Mr. Jim Kelley presented this case to the Board. Mr. Kelley stated he needed more signage area 

so traffic going in both directions would be able to see the business. Mr. Kelley presented an 

illustration of the signs that were being requested because the amount of the total request was 

reduced. The drawing given to the Board showed three different options.  

 

Mr. Thomas Rossi asked why the signs were needed on the side of the building. Mr. Kelley 

stated he felt like traffic would notice the business more from the road if the sign was allowed on 

the side of the building. Mr. Kelly states he wants to put a sign on the East and North sides of the 

building. 

 

Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department, commented that 100 square feet is allowed for each sign 

so; if 198 square feet is used for both signs then a variance is not needed. 

 

Chairman, Larry Waye states that the request is for 116 total square feet. 16 foot variance for 2 

signs 58 square feet per sign. Chairman, Larry Waye asked Mr. Kelley if this was the request. 

Mr. Kelley stated yes. Mr. Kelley asked if he decided go with one sign would that be ok. 

Chairman, Larry Waye stated however he decides to use that space once the variance is granted 

it is his decision.  

 

Mr. Charles Taylor motioned to approve this case. Mr. Thomas Rossi seconded the motion. On a 

roll-call vote the motion carried. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

CASE NO 12 

 

Application and appeal of Danny Hill for the following set back variances in order to build a 

building, located at 1409 W. Moulton St., property is located in a B-1 Local Shopping Business 

Zoning District. 

 

 5 foot front yard variance on the North side from Section 25-11 of the Zoning Ordinance. 

 10 foot 4 inch front yard variance on the South side from Section 25-11 of the Zoning 

Ordinance. 

 

Mr. Danny Hill presented this case to the Board. Mr. Hill stated that the request for the extra 

yardage is so a laundromat can be added to the building. 

 

Chairman, Larry Waye, states that the request is for 5 feet on one side of the building and 10 feet 

on the other side. Mr. Hill states that is correct. 

 

Chairman, Larry Waye asked if there were any questions from the Board or the public. 

 

 Mr. John Underwood, Architect with Schoel Architecture stated that the property toward the 

intersection is too small to build on and will be asking for a vacation for that property so parking 

can be added. A variance may be requested at a later date if the vacation is not granted. 

 

Chairman, Larry Waye thanked Mr. Underwood for that information however, that would have 

to be approached at a later date by a different Board. 

 

Mr. Bob Sims, Building Department had no comment. 

 

Mrs. Karen Smith, Planning Department, asked what exactly is the hardship. Mr. Hill responded 

that there are 3 sides that have road frontage. Mrs. Smith recommends for approval. 

 

Chairman, Larry Waye asked if the Planning Department had any further questions. There were 

no further questions. 

 

Mr. Thomas Rossie motioned to approve this case as submitted. Mrs. Sally Jo Green seconded 

the motion. On a roll-call vote the motion carried. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CASE NO 6 

 

Application and appeal of Omega Swoopes for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as 

allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning 

Ordinance to have an administrative office for a cleaning service located at 830 Longbow Dr. 

SW, property located in a R-2, Single-Family Residential Zoning District. 

 

This case was called again. The Board dismissed the case because no one came forward to 

present the case when called. 

 

Meeting Adjourned at 4:45 p.m. 

 

  ___________________________ 

Larry Waye, Chairman 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MAY 2018 

 

The Board of Zoning Adjustment of the City of Decatur will hold a public meeting in the 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS ON THE FIRST FLOOR OF City Hall, 402 Lee Street NE, on 

Tuesday, May 29, 2018 at 4:00 p.m. for the purpose of hearing the following applications and 

appeals at which time all interested parties are requested to the be present and will be given an 

opportunity to be heard. 

 

CASE NO 1 

 

Application and appeal of Whitney Bates for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as 

allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning 

Ordinance to have an administrative office for a cleaning service located at 1204 Castleman Av. 

SW, property located in a R-2, Single-Family Residential Zoning District. 

 

CASE NO 2 

 

Application and appeal of Eric Smith for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as allowed 

in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning Ordinance 

to have an administrative office for a cleaning service located at 427 Clearview St SW, property 

located in a R-2, Single–Family Residential Zoning District. 

 

CASE NO 3 

 

Application and appeal of Shawn Hayes for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as 

allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning 

Ordinance to have an administrative office, create and store wooden crafts located at 2214 13th 

St. SE, property located in a R-1 Single-Family Residential Zoning District. 

 

CASE NO 4 

 

Application and appeal of Willie Johnson for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as 

allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning 

Ordinance to have an administrative office for a roofing business located at 1201 Cloverdale Av 

SW, property located in a R-2 Single-Family Residential Zoning District. 

 

CASE NO 5 

 

Application and appeal of Noah Boyd for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as 

allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning 

Ordinance to have an administrative office for a real estate investment business located at 2009 

Crestview Dr. SE, property located in a R-1 Single-Family Residential Zoning District. 

 

 

 

 



CASE NO 6 

 

Application and appeal of Deana Olinger for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as 

allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning 

Ordinance to have an administrative office for a floral design business located at 3513 Chula 

Vista Ridge Dr. SW, property located in a R-2 Single-Family Residential Zoning District. 

 

CASE NO 7 

 

Application and appeal of Angela Burton for an 8 foot rear yard setback variance from Section 

25-10 (2) ( d ) in order to add an attached carport at 2304 Mountbrook Dr. SE, property located 

in a R-1 Single-Family Residential Zoning District. 
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