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MINUTES MAY 28, 2013 

 

 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Chairman Kent Lawrence, Messrs., Mr. Greg Dobbs, Ms. Frances 

Tate  

 

SUPERNUMERARIES:   Mr. Mike Harris 

 

OTHERS PRESENT:  Mr. Bob Sims, Inspector  

        Mr. Wally Terry, Director 

       é..and Custodian of Records 

       Mr. Herman Marks, City Attorney 

       Mr. Chip Alexander, Assistant City Attorney 

       Ms. Karen Smith, Planner 

       Ms. Judy Bosworth, Recorder 

 

Chairman Kent Lawrence called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers at 

City Hall.  Mr. Bob Sims called the roll.   

 

Ms. Frances Tate moved to approve the minutes of the April meeting as printed.  Mr. Greg 

Dobbs seconded the motion.  On a voice vote, the motion carried. 

 

The Board considered the following applications and appeals. 

 

CASE NO 1 

 

Application and appeal of Amanda McAlpin for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as 

allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning 

Ordinance to have an administrative office for a photography business at 2628 Allerton Circle 

SW, property located in a R-2 Single-Family Zoning District. 

 

Ms. Amanda McAlpin presented this case to the Board.  Ms. McAlpin stated she would like an 

administrative office for a photography business.  Ms. McAlpin also stated the pictures would be 

taken off-site. 

 

Mr. Sims stated the Building Department would recommend approval.   

 

Ms. Smith stated the Planning Department would recommend approval. 

 

Ms. Frances Tate moved to approve this home occupation request as submitted.  Mr. Greg Dobbs 

seconded the motion.  On a roll-call vote, the motion carried. 
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CASE NO 2 

 

Application and appeal of Robin Waldrep for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as 

allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning 

Ordinance to have an administrative office for a commercial and residential pressure washing 

business at 1704 Douthit St SW, property located in a R-2 Single-Family Zoning District. 

 

Ms. Robin Waldrep presented this case to the Board.  Ms. Waldrep stated she would like an 

administrative office for a pressure washing business.  Ms. Waldrep explained she would store 

her equipment in the storage shed at the back of her property. 

 

Chairman, Kent Lawrence stated to Ms. Waldrep that she could advertise on her vehicle as long 

as the sign did not contain her address, additionally she could have employees if they lived in the 

home with her or met at the job site. 

 

Mr. Sims stated the Building Department would recommend approval. 

 

Ms. Smith stated the Planning Department would recommend approval.  

 

Mr. Greg Dobbs moved to approve this home occupation request as submitted.  Mr. Mike Harris 

seconded the motion.  On a roll-call vote, the motion carried. 

 

CASE NO 3 

 

Application and appeal of Richard B. Nichols for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as 

allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning 

Ordinance to have an administrative office for an American Flag installation business at 2319 

Eastbrook SE, property located in a R-5 Single-Family Patio Home Zoning District. 

 

Mr. Richard B. Nichols presented this case to the Board.  Mr. Nichols stated he wanted to use 

one room of his home as an administrative office for a flag installation business.  Mr. Nichols 

also stated he would go off-site to install the flags and further the owner was aware. 

 

Mr. Sims stated the Building Department would recommend approval. 

 

Ms. Smith stated the Planning Department would recommend approval. 

 

Mr. Mike Harris moved to approve this home occupation request as submitted.  Ms. Frances Tate 

seconded the motion.  On a roll-call vote, the motion carried. 

 

CASE NO 4 

 

Application and appeal of John Crow for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as allowed 

in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning Ordinance 

to have an administrative office for an on-line business selling fashion jewelry, DVDôs and 
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miscellaneous items at 3652 Woodtrail SW, property located in an AG-2 Agricultural Zoning 

District. 

 

Mr John Crow presented this case to the Board.  Mr. Crow stated they wanted a home base 

business to sell jewelry over the internet.  Mr. Crow also stated they have a local person to buy 

the jewelry from and they would go pick it up.  Mr. Crow further stated there would be no clients 

coming to the home and would not store very much at the home. 

 

Mr. Sims stated the Building Department would recommend approval based on Mr. Alfordôs 

public testimony. 

 

Ms. Smith stated the Planning Department would recommend approval. 

 

Mr. Greg Dobbs moved to approve this home occupation as submitted.  Mr. Mike Harris 

seconded the motion.  On a roll-call vote, the motion carried. 

 

CASE NO 5  

 

Application and appeal of Yolanda F. Allen for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as 

allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning 

Ordinance to have an administrative office for a residential and commercial janitorial service at 

1709 Camellia Dr SW, property located in a R-2 Single-Family Zoning District. 

 

Ms. Yolanda F. Allen presented this case to the Board.  Ms. Allen stated she would like to have 

an administrative office for a janitorial service.  Ms. Allen further stated there would be no 

employees and her supplies would be stored at home. 

 

Mr. Sims stated the Building Department would recommend approval. 

 

Ms. Smith stated the Planning Department would recommend approval 

 

Mr. Mike Harris moved to approve this home occupation request as submitted.  Mr. Greg Dobbs 

seconded the motion.  On a roll-call vote, the motion carried. 

 

CASE NO 6 

 

Application and appeal of Ana Maria Torres Alvarez for a determination as a use permitted on 

appeal as allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the 

Zoning Ordinance to have an administrative office for a yard care business at 2710 Setter Ave 

SW, property located in a AG-1 Agricultural Zoning District. 

 

Ms. Ana Maria Torres Alvarez and translator Luv Gonzalez presented this case to the Board.  

Ms. Alvarez stated she would like an administrative office for a lawn care business  Ms. Alvarez 

also stated she would store the equipment in a storage shed in the back yard and there would be 

no employees at this time but they may want to employ additional personnel later.  
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Chairman Kent Lawrence stated to Ms. Alvarez that no employees other than family could come 

to the home before going to the job.  Further, if the business grows they may need to move to a 

commercial location zoned for commercial use of this nature. 

 

Mr. Sims stated the Building Department would recommend approval based on Ms. Alvarezôs 

public testimony  

 

Ms. Smith stated the Planning Department would concur with the Building Department. 

 

Mr. Mike Harris moved to approve this home occupation request as submitted.  Ms. Frances Tate 

seconded the motion.  On a roll-call vote, the motion carried. 

 

CASE NO 7 

 

Application and appeal of Marto Sanchez for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as 

allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning 

Ordinance to have an administrative office for a lawn care business at 315 Blackberry Dr SW, 

property located in a R-2 Single-Family Zoning District. 

 

Mr. Marto Sanchez and his translator/daughter-Yadi Sanchez presented this case to the Board.  

Mr. Sanchez stated he would like an administrative office for a lawn care business.  The Board 

asked several questions about the application which made it apparent that Mr. Sanchez does not 

live at 315 Blackberry Dr SW.  The Board explained to Mr. Sanchez that a new application 

would need to be filled out stating his correct address.  It was also determined that Mr. Sanchez 

would not be allowed to have an office for his lawn care business at his current business address 

as the zoning of the property which is B-1 and located at 820 Bradley ST SW Ste 1would not 

allow a lawn care business. 

 

The Board voted to dismiss this case. 

 

CASE NO 8 

 

Application and appeal of Scotty Kyle for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as 

allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning 

Ordinance to have an administrative office for a concrete construction building business at 321 

Laurel St SW, property located in a AG-1 Agricultural Zoning District. 

 

Ms. Lisa and Scotty Kyle presented this case to the Board.  Ms. Kyle stated she and her husband 

would like an administrative office for a concrete construction business.  Ms. Kyle also stated 

their equipment is stored on a lot in Limestone County and the only employees that meet in the 

home are family, the rest meet on the job site. 

 

Mr. Sims stated the Building Department would recommend approval. 

 

Ms. Smith stated the Planning Department would recommend approval. 
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Mr. Greg Dobbs moved to approve this home occupation as submitted.  Ms. Frances Tate 

seconded the motion.  On a roll-call vote, the motion carried. 

 

CASE NO 9  

 

Application and appeal of Bobby L. Pruitt for a 20 foot front yard setback and a 5 foot side yard 

setback variance to Section 25-10 of the Zoning Ordinance in order to construct a carport at 1313 

9
th
 Ave SE, property located in a R-3 Single-Family Zoning District. 

 

Mr. Bobby Pruitt presented this case to the Board.  Mr. Pruitt stated he wanted to install a carport 

and needed a variance to do so.  Mr. Pruitt further stated the carport would be one foot off the 

side property line and made of metal with open sides.  Mr. Pruitt explained that he has an 

existing garage but his truck will not fit into it. Therefore, he needed this metal one to protect his 

truck.  Additionally, Mr. Pruitt stated his neighbors had no problem with it. 

 

Mr. Sims of the Building Department stated there was no hardship in this case and the City had 

never approved a carport of this nature before. 

 

Ms. Smith stated there was no clear hardship that would qualify for a side setback variance.  

 

Chairman Kent Lawrence stated the side yard is a concern. 

 

Ms. Frances Tate moved to approve this variance request as submitted.  Mr. Mike Harris 

seconded the motion.  On a roll-call vote, the motion failed. 

 

CASE NO 10 

 

Application and appeal of Thomas H. Segars for a 16 foot rear yard variance to Section 25-10 to 

construct an addition to the rear of the house at 1211 Count Mallard Drive SE, property located 

in a R-2 Single-Family Zoning Ordinance. 

 

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas H. Segars presented this case to the Board.  Ms. Segars stated she and her 

husband would like to construct an addition to their home consisting of a bedroom and bath.  Ms. 

Segars further stated a hardship existed because they would be taking care of her sister.  Ms. 

Segars also stated the addition matched other additions in the area. 

 

Chairman Kent Lawrence stated the alley behind them was not used and therefore would be like 

a buffer zone. 

 

Mr. Sims stated the Building Department would recommend approval. 

 

Ms. Smith stated the Planning Department would recommend approval. 

 

Mr. Greg Dobbs moved to approve this variance request as submitted.  Ms. Frances Tate 

seconded the motion.  On a roll-call vote, the motion carried. 
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CASE NO 11 

 

Application and appeal of Raymond Padgett for a variance to Sub-Section 25-176(1) Article 8 of 

the Zoning Ordinance in order to have relief from the requirements of said section regarding the 

contiguous clause at 711 Bank ST Ne, property located in a B-5 Central Business Zoning 

District. 

 

Mr. Raymond Padgett presented this case to the Board.  Mr. Padgett stated he wanted to be able 

to have a sidewalk café but was restricted due to the sidewalk café zoning regulations which 

require your front door be contiguous to the sidewalk café and the fact there is a retaining wall in 

front of his establishment. 

 

Mr. Scanland of 719 Bank St NE stated he was in support of Mr. Padgett having outside dining 

in that it would be a worthwhile addition to the area.  Mr. Scanland also stated he believed Mr. 

Padgett had a hardship. 

 

Mr. Sims stated the Building Department would recommend approval. 

 

Ms. Smith stated there was a two feet differential in the topography of the land from the 

intersection to the doorway of the establishment which made the retaining wall necessary and 

presented a hardship.  

 

Ms. Smith stated the Planning Department would recommend approval. 

 

Mr. Mike Harris moved to approve this request as submitted.  Ms. Frances Tate seconded the 

motion.  On a roll-call vote, the motion carried. 

 

CASE NO 12 

 

Application and appeal of Columbia Neon Company, Inc. for a 28 square foot area variance to 

Section 25-77(d)(2) to install a wall sign at 1801 Beltline Rd SW, Ste. 405, property located in a 

B-4 Regional Shopping Zoning District. 

 

Mr. Charles Stofel of Columbia Neon Company, Inc. presented this case to the Board.  Mr. 

Stofel stated they were requesting a 28 square foot area variance because of the long distance 

from the main road to the business and also that is their standard size sign.  Mr. Stofel also stated 

the sign would be lighted. 

 

Mr. Sims stated the Building Department would recommend approval. 

 

Ms. Smith stated the Planning Department had no comment. 

 

Mr. Greg Dobbs moved to approve this variance request as submitted.  Ms. Frances Tate 

seconded the motion.  On a roll-call vote, the motion carried. 
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The meeting adjourned at 4:50 

 

 

 

 

     _____________________________ 

 

     Chairman Kent Lawrence 
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AGENDA JUNE 25, 2013 

 

OLD BUSINESS:  Chris Armor of 812 Bradley St SW appearing before the Board again to 

present his variance request that was tabled from the January meeting in order to allow the 

applicant and Planning to look at some screening or other options for the property. 

 

CASE NO 1 

 

Application and appeal of Ken and Mary Mason for a determination as a use permitted on appeal 

as allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning 

Ordinance to have an administrative office for a commercial and residential cleaning business at 

315 Bobwhite Dr SW, property located in a R-2 Single-Family Zoning District. 

 

CASE NO 2 

 

Application and appeal of Clarence Holmes for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as 

allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning 

Ordinance to have an administrative office for a recording studio at 716 Canterbury Ave SW, 

property located in a R-2 Single-Family Zoning District. 

 

CASE NO 3 

 

Application and appeal of Kendrick Orr for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as 

allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning 

Ordinance to have an administrative office for a mobile detailing business at 608 Pumpkin DR 

SW, property located in a R-2 Single-Family Zoning District. 

 

CASE NO 4 

 

Application and appeal of Jessica Hembree for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as 

allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning 

Ordinance to have an administrative office for a photography business at 2231 Almon Way SW, 

property located in a R-2 Single-Family Zoning District. 

 

CASE NO 5 

 

Application and appeal of Derrick Paul Butler for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as 

allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning 

Ordinance to have an administrative office for a security business at 3115 Central Parkway SW, 

property located in a R-2 Single-Family Zoning District. 

 

CASE NO 6 

 

Application and appeal of John Walker for a determination as a use permitted on appeal as 

allowed in Section 25-10 and as defined in Article VI, as amended and adopted, of the Zoning 
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Ordinance to have an administrative office for a mobile car wash at 408 Tammy ST SW Apt A, 

property located in a R-4 Multi-Family Zoning District. 

 

CASE NO 7 

 

Application and appeal of Roger Stephenson for relief from the administrative decision of the 

Building Director requiring applicant to comply with Section 25-18 of the Zoning Ordinance 

which may allow the applicant to install a modular building that would give the reasonable 

appearance of being mobile in character at 3621 Hwy 31 South, Property located in an M-2 

General Industry District. 

 

CASE NO 8 

 

Application and appeal of Carey Wiggins for a variance from Section 25-13 of the Zoning 

Ordinance to reestablish a multi-family use in an existing non-conforming accessory structure at 

217 4
th
 Ave NW, property located in an R-4 Multi Family Zoning District. 
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